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1 CORINTHIANS - PROBLEMS OF A LOCAL CHURCH
Click chart to enlarge
Charts from Jensen's Survey of the NT - used by permission

1 Corinthians 15:1 Now | make known to you, brethren, the gospel which | preached to you, which also you received, in
which also you stand, (NASB 1995 - Lockman)

= Now | make known 1Co 15:3-11 1:23,24 2:2-7 Ac 18:4,5 Ga 1:6-12

= which also you received 1Co 1:4-8 Mk 4:16-20 Joh 12:48 Ac 2:41 11:1 1Th 1:6 2:13 4:1 2Th 3:6
= in which also you stand: Ro 5:2 2Co 1:24 1Pe 5:12

= See also The Resurrection of Christ

= 1 Corinthians 15 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

LET'S REVIEW THE
GOSPEL YOU RECEIVED

For in depth commentary see 1 Corinthians 15:1 (For the most part the notes below are not duplicated on the in depth
commentary).

Robertson and Plummer - Having treated of various social, moral, ecclesiastical, and liturgical questions, the Apostle now takes up
a doctrinal one, which he has kept to the last because of its vital importance. Calvin suggests that St Paul did not wish to treat of so
momentous a subject until, by the rebukes and exhortations of the previous chapters, he had brought the Corinthians to a proper
state of mind. There is here no trace of a question asked by the Corinthians: this subject St Paul starts himself, in consequence of
information which has reached him. Thus the letter begins and ends in a similar way. At the outset he treated of a subject which had
been reported to him (1 Cor 1:11), and he closes with one which again was suggested by what he had heard (1 Cor 15:12),—that
there were certain people at Corinth who denied the doctrine of the Resurrection. Who these persons were we do not know. (1
Corinthians 15 Commentary)

Stevenson - The resurrection is both hard to believe and yet is the central truth of Christianity. We believe that a man died and was
placed into the ground and that He rose again from the dead. Because we believe that, we believe a lot of other things.

Because he rose, we know that He was really who He said He was.

Because he rose, we believe that our sins are forgiven.

Because he rose, we have a reason for living.

Because he rose, we know that we are going to grow when they plant us in the ground.

There once was a woman who was planing to move to another city. She had already packed her furniture
and she had only her dog left, a brown cocker spaniel. She placed her dog into a cage, had it crated, and
instructed the movers to transport it to her new home. When the movers had arrived at the new city, they
opened the cage and found that the dog was dead. This through them into something of a panic until one
of them had an idea. "We can go out and find another dog to replace this one and she will never know the
difference." With this plan, the men scoured every pet store in the city until the found a dog that looked
exactly like the one that had died. They purchased him and placed him in the cage and closed it up to
await the coming of the woman. When she arrived, they opened the cage for her and, as her eyes saw the
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dog jumping and barking in the cage, her jaw dropped and her eyes became as wide as saucers. "Is
anything wrong," they asked. Still staring at the barking dog, she replied, "Yes there is. When | put that dog
in there, it was dead."

The Greeks had a problem in believing the resurrection. They believed in the immortality of the soul, but they
never conceived in a resurrection of the body. The Greek philosophers taught that the body was evil while the
soul was good. In this light, death was considered to be the final release of the soul from the body. The body
was considered to be a prison. The soul was the prisoner. They held that if a man was to be free from sin,
then his soul must be free from its prison house - the body. This philosophy was reflected in the reaction of the
men of Athens when Paul preached to them on the Areopagus (Acts 17:22-32). It was when Paul mentioned
the truth of the resurrection of the dead that they began to turn away and to mock. "Now when they heard of
the resurrection of the dead, some began to sneer, but others said, "We shall hear you again concerning this."
(Acts 17:32+). The preaching of the resurrection was a stumbling block to the Greeks in the same way that the
preaching of the cross was a stumbling block to the Jews.

Jack Arnold (1 Corinthians 15:1-11 The Resurrection And The Gospel) -

Most of the Corinthian Christians were heavily influenced by Greek philosophy which taught that the body was
a prison for the soul and at death the soul was set free from the body and passed on into eternal oblivion.
Therefore, there were some who were questioning whether Christians would be raised bodily from the dead.
The fact of Christ's resurrection, while questioned by some, was generally assumed, for He was a unique
case. In some ways we can be thankful for this serious doctrinal error, for had it not happened we would have
never had this marvelous chapter on the resurrection. There are three basic points about this chapter that
must be understood. First, as we have said, it is speaking about the resurrection of the body and not the
immortality of the soul, for any Greek would admit the soul survived after death. The resurrection of the body is
unique and peculiar to Christianity. Second, this chapter is dealing with the resurrection of Christians and not
unbelievers. The Bible teaches that all men will get a resurrected body but some will be raised to eternal bliss
and others to eternal destruction.

John 5:28-29 “Do not marvel at this; for an hour is coming, in which all who are in the tombs will hear His
voice, 29 and will come forth; those who did the good deeds to aresurrection of life, those who
committed the evil deeds to a resurrection of judgment.

Third, the Apostle Paul is describing an event that will take place at the Second Advent at which time Christ
will make a personal appearance on this earth. This chapter says nothing about the experience of believers
between death and resurrection. Yet, the Bible seems to imply that the God-spirit of the Christian at death will
go directly to be with Christ, waiting the final resurrection.

2 Cor 5:8+ we are of good courage, | say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home
with the Lord.

Php 1:23+ But | am hard-pressed from both directions, having the desire to depart and be with Christ, for
that is very much better;

Now | (present tense - continually) make known (gnorizo - remind, clarify, make clear) to you, brethren (adelphos affectionate
address, as fellow believers), the gospel (Good News - euaggelion) which | preached (euaggelizo/euangelizo) to you (in the past),
which also you received (paralambano - took to your side, received with favor, "welcomed"), in which also you stand (perfect
tense - took a stand and continue now in a state of standing) - Note that Paul does not say "a Gospel" but THE Gospel," the
specific, definitive Gospel. Why "THE Gospel? In 2 Cor 11:4 Paul warned "For if one comes and preaches another Jesus whom we
have not preached, or you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a different gospel which you have not
accepted, you bear this beautifully." While he is being sarcastic, the warning is serious to be alert for a counterfeit gospel, which is
not THE gospel. That is why 1 Cor 15:1-8 is absolutely critical to understand and receive. Make known can be translated remind,
indicating this is not new revelation to the Corinthians. It makes a good point that since we are still human, we have a tendency to
forget things, so it is important to be reminded, especially if the truth and implications regarding eternal life as does THE
Gospel! Received is to formally accept favorably authoritative teaching. Note in what they are now "standing." This is their abiding
condition. The Gospel! The Gospel is surely firm ground on which to stand and to base our entire life, in this life and the life to
come.

Richard Pratt on in which you stand - In Paul's day being a Christian was more than intellectual assent to a group of doctrines.
The social price that followers of Christ paid forced them to take a stand in a hostile world. (Holman NT Commentary)
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Barnett on on in which you stand - That church — and every other church — 'stands in it', that is, exists by means of it. The gospel is
the very 'means' of a church's existence. It may have a noticeboard bearing the word 'church’, but unless that assembly is founded
on the gospel it is a church in name only. (Focus on the Bible Commentary — 1 Corinthians: Holiness and Hope of a Rescued

People)

Still New

| declare to you the gospel which | preached to you. —1 Corinthians 15:1
Today's Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:1-8

Did you ever notice how quickly things get old or outdated?

| thought about this the other day as | taught my class at a Christian college. They’re on the cutting edge by providing a laptop
computer for each student. It wasn’t too long ago when it was innovative for a college to have computers for students in the library.
Then it was cutting edge to provide them for dorm rooms. But someday even personal laptops will become obsolete as well.

Everything man creates will eventually go out of date. Everything gets old. Everything, that is, but the gospel. The gospel is over
2,000 years old. And though there have been a lot of updated Bible translations, the gospel is still as relevant today as it was when it
was written.

The gospel is this: Jesus Christ came to earth, lived a perfect life, gave up His life by being sacrificed on a cross, was buried in a
borrowed tomb, and was raised from the dead 3 days later (1 Cor. 15:1-4). Because He took our punishment for sin on Himself, He
can forgive our sins and make us children of God if we put our faith and trust in Him (Acts 13:38-39).

Let the greatest story ever told make you brand-new—forever. It’s the story that never grows old. By: Dave Branon Qur Daily Bread.
Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MIl. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

O cleansing Word, O precious Word,
Thy promises are true;

They are the “Amen” in my life;

Thy truths are ever new. —Anon.

The gospel never grows old.

1 Corinthians 15:2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which | preached to you, unless you believed in

vain. (NASB 1995 - Lockman)

= by which also you are saved 1Co 1:18,21 Ac 2:47 *Gr: Ro 1:16 2Co 2:15 Eph 2:8 2Ti 1:9

= if you hold fast the word, 1Co 15:11,12 Pr 3:1 4:13 6:20-23 23:23 Col 1:23 2Th 2:15 Heb 2:1 Heb 3:6,14 4:14 10:23

= unless you believed in vain: 1Co 15:14 Ps 106:12,13 Lu 8:13 Joh 8:31,32, 44 Ac 8:13 2Co 6:1 Ga 3:4 Jas 2:14,17,26
= See also The Resurrection of Christ

= 1 Corinthians 15 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

1 Corinthians 1:18+ For the word of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are
being saved (progressive sanctification) it is the power of God.

2 Thessalonians 2:15+ So then, brethren, stand firm and hold to the traditions which you were taught,
whether by word of mouth or by letter from us.

Hebrews 3:6+ but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house—whose house we are, if we hold fast our
confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end. (aka Perseverance),

Hebrews 3:14+ For we have become partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the beginning of our assurance
firm until the end (aka Perseverance),

COMMENT - We hold fast to the end because the Spirit holds us fast, enabling us to hold fast. This
shows that this person has the indwelling Spirit.
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John 8:31-32, 44-45, 58-59 (EXAMPLE OF THOSE WHO DID NOT HOLD FAST!) So Jesus was saying to
those Jews who had believed Him, “If you continue in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; 32 and
you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”.....44 “You are of your father the devil,and you want
to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth
because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and
the father of lies. 45 “But because | speak the truth, you do not believe Me."....58 Jesus said to them, “Truly,
truly, | say to you, before Abraham was born, | am.”(JESUS' CLAIM HE WAS YAHWEH, GOD!) 59 Therefore
they picked up stones to throw at Him but Jesus hid Himself and went out of the temple.

Acts 8:13-24+ Even Simon himself believed; and after being baptized, he continued on with Philip, and as he
observed signs and great miracles taking place, he was constantly amazed. 14 Now when the apostles in
Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent them Peter and John, 15 who came
down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit. 16 For He had not yet fallen upon any of
them; they had simply been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then they began laying their hands on
them, and they were receiving the Holy Spirit. 18 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was bestowed through
the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money, 19 saying, “Give this authority to me as well,
so that everyone on whom | lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 20 But Peter said to him, ‘May
your silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money! 21 “You
have no part or portion in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. 22 “Therefore repent of
this wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that, if possible, the intention of your heart may be
forgiven you. 23 “For | see that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bondage of iniquity.” 24 But
Simon answered and said, “Pray to the Lord for me yourselves, so that nothing of what you have said may
come upon me.”

James 2:14-26+ - What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but he has no works? Can that
faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food, 16 and one of you says
to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” and yet you do not give them what is necessary for their
body, what use is that? 17 Even so faith, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. 18 But someone may
well say, “You have faith and | have works; show me your faith without the works, and | will show you my faith
by my works.” 19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.20 But
are you willing to recognize, you foolish fellow, that faith without works is useless? 21 Was not Abraham our
father justified (IN THIS CONTEXT, NOT DECLARED RIGHTEOUS BUT SHOWN TO BE RIGHTEOUS) by
works when he offered up Isaac his son on the altar? 22 You see that faith was working with his works, and
as a result of the works, faith was perfected; 23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “AND ABRAHAM
BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS RECKONED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS,” and he was called the friend of
God. 24 You see that a man is justified (SHOWN TO BE RIGHTEOUS) by works and not by faith alone. 25In
the same way, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent
them out by another way? 26 For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is
dead.

THOSE TRULY SAVED
WILL HOLD FAST TO THE END

For in depth commentary see 1 Corinthians 15:2 (For the most part the notes below are not duplicated on the in depth
commentary).

By which also you are saved (sozo) - By which is by the Gospel. Are saved is present tense, passive voice (= divine passive) and
thus could be rendered "you are being saved." Yes, salvation in respect to justification ("positional") is a once and for all completed
divine transaction ("past tense salvation" - cf Eph 2:8+ has "have been saved" -perfect tense - past completed action with
continuing effect), but believers are being saved daily, even moment by moment, and this ongoing salvation is the equivalent of
progressive sanctification or so-called "present tense salvation." (See Three Tenses of Salvation) How are we being saved daily?
By the Gospel! Earlier Paul alluded to progressive sanctification in 1 Cor 1:18+ writing " the word of the cross is foolishness to those
who are perishing, but to us who are being saved (present tense, divine passive) it is the power of God."

A's Arnold says "Through every ftrial, every difficulty, every hurt and every blessing, God is presently saving the Christian,
conforming him more and more to the image of Christ. He is saving us so that our time on this earth will be meaningful and
profitable. The gospel does save us and is saving us right now. We need the gospel today as much as we needed it the day we were
first saved. As Christians we must be constantly going back to the truths of the Cross - forgiveness, acceptance, righteousness,
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grace, love and mercy." (1 Corinthians 15:1-11 The Resurrection And The Gospel)

if you (present tense - continually) hold fast (katecho = "continue to believe") the word (logos - in context the Gospel) which |
preached (euaggelizo/euangelizo) to you, unless you believed (pisteuo) in vain (eike - without effect, all for naught, thoughtlessly,
without proper consideration) - They continue to hold fast to the end (of their life or this present evil age) because they have a
supernatural power, the Spirit, within them, and it is He Who enables them to do supernaturally what they could never do naturally in
reliance on their fallen flesh.

How important is the resurrection in salvation? Paul includes belief in the resurrection as part of the confession of a genuine
believer

that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the
dead, you will be saved; 10 for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth
he confesses, resulting in salvation. (Ro 10:9-10+)

Utley says the "IF" is "a FIRST CLASS CONDITIONAL sentence, which implies that they would “hold fast” to the truth of the gospel,
which he preached to them, but it adds a note of contingency by a second “ei” (unless). This seems to parallel Jesus’ Parable of the
Soils (cf. Mt. 13:3-9+, Mt 13:18-23+ esp vv 20-22) and John’s discussion in 1 John 2:19+ of those who were in the fellowship, but
left. There were those factions in Corinth who by their actions, attitudes, and theology showed they were never believers! (1
Corinthians 15 Commentary)

Arnold - Notice Paul adds a condition. He says, 'If you hold firmly.” It seems he is saying it is possible to believe in vain. A person
can have an emotional or intellectual superficial human faith that accepts the words of the gospel as a kind of insurance policy
against going to hell, but the gospel has not penetrated into and changed that person’s life so there are new desires for Christ, new
striving for righteousness, new patterns for living. There can be a mechanical conformity to Christianity that never sees any need for
faith, for change, for dynamic, for discipline, for Bible study, for prayer, for evangelism or for fellowship. This is believing in vain.
Why? If a person has really met the resurrected Christ by faith, his or her life will be changed. Christianity is not facts, head
knowledge, ritual or religion. Christianity is knowing and loving the resurrected Christ. It is holding fast to the truths about the death
and resurrection of Christ. What then is Paul's point? There is no gospel, there is no salvation apart from the resurrected Christ
whom Paul will write about in the next nine verses and show how He appeared and changed people’s lives when they met Him. (1

Caorinthians 15:1-11 The Resurrection And The Gospel)

Barnett - 'Drifting' from the gospel is a continuing concern (cf. Heb. 2:1). Clearly Paul is urging them to continue to hold tenaciously
and purposefully to the gospel. (ED: OF COURSE THEY ARE ENABLED TO CONTINUALLY HOLD ON BY THE SPIRIT) (Focus on

the Bible Commentary — 1 Corinthians: Holiness and Hope of a Rescued People)

Pratt explains saying:"Anticipating the importance of what he would say about the resurrection, Paul made it clear that anyone who
did not hold to the gospel he had preached could not be saved. Only by this gospel could they be saved from God's judgment.
Salvation comes through belief in the good news of Christ's death and resurrection. Yet, Paul added an important qualification. They
are saved, if they hold firmly to the word. As he indicated throughout this epistle, Paul believed that saving faith would set itself apart
from insincerity through time. True believers persevere in their commitments to Christ.Paul did not mean that truly regenerate
people could lose their salvation, nor that truly regenerate people were without sin and failure. He understood, as the entire Bible
teaches, that saving faith proves itself over a lifetime. Paul warned that if the Corinthians had once trusted the gospel of Christ
but did not hold fast to that gospel, then they believed in vain. In other words, their temporary commitments to Christ
would not benefit them as they had hoped. Anyone who turns away from belief in the resurrection of Christ puts himself in
a precarious position. He or she stands in line for God's judgment, not for his eternal salvation. (Holman NT Commentary)
(Bold added)

Related Resources:

= Perseverance of the Saints - is it biblical? | GotQuestions.or
= The Need to Persevere - Bob Utley

=« Can a Christian lose salvation? | GotQuestions.org

= Can a person believe in some sense but not be saved? | GotQuestions.org

= What are some of the signs of genuine saving faith? | GotQuestions.org

= What is the relationship of faith, works, and security in salvation? | GotQuestions.org
= |s it possible for a believer to unbelieve? | GotQuestions.org

= What are some of the signs of genuine saving faith? | GotQuestions.org

« The Almost Christian - John Wesley

= Was Simon the Sorcerer a Saved Man? (Acts 8:9-24)
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1 Corinthians 15:3 For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also received, that Christ died for our sins according
to the Scriptures,

(NASB 1995 - Lockman)

« I delivered : 1Co 4:1,2 11:2,23 Eze 3:17 Mt 20:18,19 Mk 16:15,16 Lu 24:46,47 Ga 1:12

« Christ : Mt 26:28 Ro 3:25 4:25 2Co 5:21 Ga 1:4 3:13 Eph 1:7 5:2 Heb 10:11,12 1Pe 2:24 3:18 1Jn 2:2 Rev 1:5

= according : Ge 3:15 Ps 22:1-31 Ps 69:1-36 Isa 53:1-12 Da 9:24-26 Zec 13:7 Lu 24:26,27,46 Ac 3:18 26:22,23 1Pe 1:11 2:24
= See also The Resurrection of Christ

= 1 Corinthians 15 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

Galatians 1:11-12 For | would have you know, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not
according to man. 12 For | neither received it from man, nor was | taught it, but | received it through a
revelation of Jesus Christ.

SPECIAL DELIVERY
"HIGH PRIORITY"

For in depth commentary see 1 Corinthians 15:3 (For the most part the notes below are not duplicated on the in depth
commentary).

For (gar) is a term of explanation. What is Paul explaining? He had just warned about believing in vain. Now he wants to explain
what must be believed so that one does not believe in vain and he will now explain that belief in the resurrection of Christ is central
to the Gospel message.

| delivered (paradidomi) to you as of first importance what | also received (paralambano) - The Good News was "sent" by
special delivery and was/is of special importance, in fact there was nothing more important in the teaching of the Gospel then the
points he now records.

Pratt - In rabbinic Judaism this terminology described the transmission of authoritative religious teachings. Paul told the Corinthians
to maintain the gospel as he had given it to them because it was a sacred tradition, not a human tradition. (Holman NT

Commentary)

Jack Arnold - The gospel Paul declared to these Corinthians was not based on superstition, or on evolution of religious ideas, nor
did it spring up from unusual emotional circumstances. Neither did Paul get it from the other Apostles, but the gospel was given to
him by the resurrected Christ Himself. (1 Corinthians 15:1-11 The Resurrection And The Gospel)

Notice that Paul emphasizes three primary truths regarding the Gospel and all are substantiated in the Old Testament - Christ's
death, burial and resurrection.

That Christ (Christos) died (apothnesko) for our sins (hamartia) according to the Scriptures (graphe) - Don't miss the
centerpiece of the Gospel -- CHRIST. According to the Scriptures is mentioned twice in this section and is as if Paul is calling the
Old Testament to the witness stand to attest to these crucial truths of the Gospel. It is as if Paul is saying this witness is believable
and trustworthy because it is the holy Word of God spoken through men and recorded for our examination. If you don't believe Paul,
go back to the original source in the Old Testament and you will find that it was foretold the Messiah would die, be buried and be
resurrected. (e.g., Ge 3:15 Ps 22:1-31 Ps 69:1-36 Isa 53:1-12 Da 9:24-26 Zec 13:7 Ps 2:7 Ps 16:10-11 Jonah 1:17 > Mt 12:39-40)

O the love that drew salvation's plan!

O the grace that brought it down to man!
O the mighty gulf that God did span

At Calvary! -- Newell

Barnett on Christ - Here "Christ" is Jesus' title, the Greek form of the Hebrew '"Messiah". The coming of the Messiah/Christ was a
great hope of the Old Testament, focused on a new David, his "son" who will reign from his throne forever, the Lord's "anointed",
"Immanuel", "born of a virgin", called "mighty God prince of peace", "the shoot from the stump of Jesse" on whom "the Spirit of God
will rest". Jesus was confessed by Peter to be "the Christ", addressed by Bartimaeus as "son of David", and inquired of by the High
Priest as to whether he was "the Christ", to which Jesus replied, "l am" (Mark 8:29; 10:47-48; 14:61-62). The New Testament throbs
with Christology, the conviction that Jesus was the One "anointed of the Lord", "his Christ." The death of Christ "for our sins" fulfils
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another hope of the Old Testament, the advent of the Servant of the Lord who was to die "for" the sins of others (Isa. 53:8). Isaiah
connects the new "David" or "Christ" and the Suffering Servant; both are anointed with the Spirit of God (Isa. 11:2; 42:1). Thus the
coming of a Spirit-anointed "David" and the suffering for the sins of others of the Spirit-anointed Servant are both "according to the
Scriptures". These great and central promises of the Old Testament converge on the "Christ who died for our sins". (1_Corinthians)

Note the beautiful little phrase FOR our sins where "for" is the preposition huper which in this context signifies in your place, as your
Substitute as in 1 Cor 11:24 "This is My body, which is FOR [huper] you". Christ "stood in" for us, sufferin in our stead the
condemnation that should have befallen us because of manifold sins! We see this same "substitutionary” thought in Gal 1:4+ Paul
writes the Lord Jesus Christ "gave Himself FOR (huper) our sins so that He might rescue us from this present evil age." (See
also Eph 5:2+ Jesus "gave Himself up FOR [huper] us.", cf 2 Cor 5:14+ "One died FOR [huper] all', 2 Cor 5:15+ "He
died FOR [huper] all." 2 Cor 5:21+ = "to be sin onour behalf [huper].") In short, Jesus is alluding to His substitutionary atonement,
His death in our place bearing our sins for us! Amazing grace indeed!

Hunter & McShane on the phrase FOR our sins- it was a substitutionary death: He died on our behalf. It was too an atoning death:
it was on account of our sins with a view to their expiation; it was a sin offering, a propitiatory sacrifice for sin. He took the sinner's
place and died the sinner's death, bearing the sinner's judgment. (What the Bible teaches — 1 and 2 Corinthians)

Jack Arnold - He died for sin. He died as a substitution for our sins. Christ bore in His body our sins, our curse, our hell and our
unbelief. He died in the sinner’s place. Multiple thousands of men have died as martyrs for good causes, but only one man, Jesus
Christ, died for sin and sinners. At the Cross, Christ died for our failures, our weaknesses, our rebellion and our sinful lifestyles. He
did it that we might be brought to God. Almost every humanistic philosophy or religion today accepts the fact that Christ lived and
died as a mere man, but there is no good news in that the gospel is good news—the good news that Christ’'s death accomplished
something for us. It changed us. It delivered us. It set us free. (1_Caorinthians 15:1-11 The Resurrection And The Gospel)

The phrase according to the Scriptures speaks of the many Messianic Prophecies in the Scriptures (term which almost always
speaks of the OT Scriptures which is all that were written at this time.)

Related Resources:

= What is the gospel? | GotQuestions.org

1 Corinthians 15:4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, (NASB
1995 - Lockman)

=« He was buried Isa 53:9 Mt 27:57-60 Mk 15:43-46 Lu 23:50-53 Joh 19:38-42 Ac 13:29 Ro 6:4 Col 2:12

=« was raised : 1Co 15:16-21 Mt 20:19 27:63,64 28:1-6 Mk 9:31 10:33,34 16:2-7 Lu 9:22 Lu 18:32,33 24:5-7 Joh 2:19-21 20:1-9
Ac 1:3 2:23,24,32 13:30 Acts 17:31 Heb 13:20

= according Ps 2:7 Ps 16:10-11 Isa 53:10-12 Ho 6:2 Jon 1:17 Mt 12:40 Lu 24:26,46 Ac 2:25-33 13:30-37 26:22,23 1Pe 1:11

= See also The Resurrection of Christ

= 1 Corinthians 15 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

Psalm 16:10-11+ For You will not abandon my soul to Sheol; Nor will You allow Your Holy One to
undergo decay. 11 You will make known to me the path of life; In Your presence is fullness of joy; In Your
right hand there are pleasures forever.

Acts 2:29-32+ Brethren, | may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that he both died and was
buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30 “And so, because he was a prophet and knew that GOD HAD
SWORN TO HIM WITH AN OATH TO SEAT one OF HIS DESCENDANTS ON HIS THRONE, 31 1he looked
ahead and spoke of the resurrection of the Christ, that HE WAS NEITHER ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR
DID His flesh SUFFER DECAY. 32 “This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses.

Acts 13:32-38+ “And we preach to you the good news of the promise made to the fathers, 33 that God has
fulfilled this promise to our children in that He raised up Jesus, as it is also written in the second Psalm, ‘YOU
ARE MY SON; TODAY | HAVE BEGOTTEN YOU. 34 “As for the fact that He raised Him up from the dead, no
longer to return to decay, He has spoken in this way: ‘| WILL GIVE YOU THE HOLY and SURE blessings OF
DAVID. 35 “Therefore He also says in another Psalm, ‘'YOU WILL NOT ALLOW YOUR HOLY ONE TO
UNDERGO DECAY.’ 36 “For David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own generation, fell asleep,
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and was laid among his fathers and underwent decay; 37 but He whom God raised did not undergo decay.
38 “Therefore let it be known to you, brethren, that through Him forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you,

Isaiah 53:9+ His grave was assigned with wicked men, Yet He was with a rich man in His death, Because He
had done no violence, Nor was there any deceit in His mouth.

Jonah 1:17 And the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow Jonah, and Jonah was in the stomach of the fish
three days and three nights.

Acts 17:1-4+ Now when they had traveled through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica,
where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2 And according to Paul’s custom, he went to them, and for three
Sabbaths reasoned (dialegomai) with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining (dianoigo = "opening up" to their
hearts truths that had been obscure before - THE RESURRECTION WAS IN THE OT BUT MOST JEWS HAD
MISSED IT) and giving evidence (paratithemi) that the Christ (MESSIAH) had to suffer and rise again from
the dead, and saying, “This Jesus Whom | am proclaiming to you is the Christ (MESSIAH)” 4 And some of
them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, along with a large number of the God-fearing Greeks and a
number of the leading women.

Matthew 12:40+ for just as JONAH WAS THREE DAYS AND THREE NIGHTS IN THE BELLY OF THE SEA
MONSTER, so will the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth. (See Mt. 12:38-
40; 16:21; 17:9,22, 23; 20:18-19; 26:32; 27:63)

Mark 8:31+ And He began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the
elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.

Mark 10:34+ “They will mock Him and spit on Him, and scourge Him and kill Him, andthree days later He
will rise again.” (See Mark 8:31; 9:1-10,31; 14:28,58)

Luke 24:46+ and He said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Christ would suffer andrise again from the
dead the third day, (See Luke 9:22-27)

John 2:19-22+ Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days | will raise it up.” 20 The Jews
then said, “It took forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?” 21 But He was
speaking of the temple of His body. 22 So when He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered
that He said this; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had spoken.

Acts 10:40+ “God raised Him up on the third dayand granted that He become visible,

UP FROM THE GRAVE
HE AROSE

For in depth commentary see 1 Corinthians 15:4 (For the most part the notes below are not duplicated on the in depth

commentary).

And that He was buried (Isaiah 53:9+) - This emphasizes the truth that Christ truly died (that He did not just 'Swoon" - for more
detail see John MacArthur's sermon refutation of theories of the resurrection). He was not buried alive, but dead! Note that each
gospel refers to fact that Jesus was buried (Mt. 27:57-61; Mk 15:42-47; Lk 23:50-56; Jn 19:38-42).

Arnold - Perhaps Paul mentioned the burial also as a challenge to the unsaved world to explain the empty tomb. For two thousand
years, infidels and atheists have been trying to explain the empty tomb, and none of their explanations hold water. You could have
never convinced anyone who saw the death of Christ that He merely fainted in a swoon or fell into a deep coma. No, they knew
Christ was dead, and without that death, the resurrection has no meaning. (1_Corinthians 15:1-11 The Resurrection And The

Gospel)

Buried (2290)(thapto) describes putting a corpse into a grave or tomb (to entomb) and encompasses all that
has to do with burying a body. Virtually all the NT uses describe literal burial. Liddell-Scott - "to pay the last
dues to a corpse, to honour with funeral rites, i.e. in early times by burning the body, Hom.: then, simply, to
bury, inter, Hdt., Att." Thapto - 11x/11v - buried(7), bury(4). Matt. 8:21; Matt. 8:22; Matt. 14:12; Lk. 9:59; Lk.
9:60; Lk. 16:22; Acts 2:29; Acts 5:6; Acts 5:9; Acts 5:10; 1 Co. 15:4

Gilbrant - is used in classical Greek for all the activities involved in “burying someone,” including funeral rites,
expenses, and even cremation. There are several examples in the papyri that connect thaptd with specific
instructions for how a body must be buried (cf. Moulton-Milligan). Thapto is used similarly in the Septuagint
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over 140 times (See below). Genesis 50:25,26 and Exodus 13:19 record how Joseph'’s burial wishes included
both Egyptian and Israelite rites. (Complete Biblical Library - Incredible Resource)

THAPTO in the Septuagint - Gen. 15:15; Gen. 23:4; Gen. 23:6; Gen. 23:8; Gen. 23:11; Gen. 23:13; Gen. 23:15; Gen. 23:19; Gen. 25:9; Gen. 25:10; Gen.
35:19; Gen. 35:29; Gen. 47:29; Gen. 47:30; Gen. 49:29; Gen. 49:31; Gen. 50:5; Gen. 50:6; Gen. 50:7; Gen. 50:12; Gen. 50:13; Gen. 50:14; Gen. 50:26; Num.
11:34; Num. 20:1; Num. 33:4; Deut. 10:6; Deut. 21:23; Deut. 34:6; Jos. 24:30; Jos. 24:33; Jdg. 2:9; Jdg. 8:32; Jdg. 10:2; Jdg. 10:5; Jdg. 12:7; Jdg. 12:10;
Jdg. 12:12; Jdg. 12:15; Jdg. 16:31; Ruth 1:17; 1 Sam. 25:1; 1 Sam. 28:3; 1 Sam. 31:13; 2 Sam. 2:4; 2 Sam. 2:5; 2 Sam. 2:32; 2 Sam. 3:32; 2 Sam. 4:12; 2
Sam. 17:23; 2 Sam. 21:14; 1 Ki. 2:10; 1 Ki. 2:29; 1 Ki. 2:31; 1 Ki. 2:34; 1 Ki. 11:15; 1 Ki. 11:43; 1 Ki. 12:24; 1 Ki. 13:29; 1 Ki. 13:31; 1 Ki. 14:31; 1 Ki. 15:8; 1 Ki.
15:24; 1 Ki. 16:6; 1 Ki. 16:28; 1 Ki. 22:37; 1 Ki. 22:50; 2 Ki. 8:24; 2 Ki. 9:10; 2 Ki. 9:28; 2 Ki. 9:34; 2 Ki. 9:35; 2 Ki. 10:35; 2 Ki. 12:21; 2 Ki. 13:9; 2 Ki. 13:20; 2
Ki. 13:21; 2 Ki. 14:16; 2 Ki. 14:20; 2 Ki. 15:7; 2 Ki. 15:38; 2 Ki. 16:20; 2 Ki. 20:21; 2 Ki. 21:18; 2 Ki. 21:26; 2 Ki. 23:30; 1 Chr. 10:12; 2 Chr. 9:31; 2 Chr. 12:16; 2
Chr. 14:1; 2 Chr. 16:14; 2 Chr. 21:1; 2 Chr. 21:20; 2 Chr. 22:9; 2 Chr. 24:16; 2 Chr. 24:25; 2 Chr. 25:28; 2 Chr. 26:23; 2 Chr. 27:9; 2 Chr. 28:27; 2 Chr. 32:33; 2
Chr. 33:20; 2 Chr. 35:24; 2 Chr. 36:8; Ps. 79:3; Jer. 7:32; Jer. 8:2; Jer. 14:16; Jer. 16:4; Jer. 20:6; Jer. 22:19; Ezek. 39:14; Ezek. 39:15; Hos. 9:6;

Related Resource:

= Utley's topic - Burial Practices

Crown Him the Lord of life

Who triumphed o'er the grave,
Who rose victorious to the strife
For those He came to save.
—Thring

And that He was raised (egeiro) on the third day according to the Scriptures(graphe) - God promised it and He kept His
promise. He always does. As Joshua said "not one word of all the good words which the LORD your God spoke concerning you has
failed; all have been fulfilled for you, not one of them has failed." (Josh 23:14) It is important to note that raised is in the perfect
tense which describes a past completed action (Christ's resurrection on the third day) with the continuing state of His resurrection.
Note also that was raised is passive voice indicating the divine passive (Acts 2:24, 32+, Acts 3:15+, Acts 10:40, 41+, Acts 13:30,
34+, etc). This action by God the Father asserts His approval of Jesus’ life, teachings, and sacrificial, substitutionary death (cf Ro
4:25+).

The resurrection was the Father's approving "Amen" to His Son's "It is Finished (Paid in Full)!"
HALLELUJAH!

Utley - The NT often attributes the works of redemption to all three persons of the Godhead: (1) God the
Father raised Jesus (cf. Acts 2:24; 3:15; 4:10; 5:30; 10:40; 13:30, 33, 34, 37; 17:31; Rom. 6:4, 9; 10:9; 1 Cor.
6:14; 2 Cor. 4:14; Gal. 1:1; Eph. 1:20; Col. 2:12; 1 Thess. 1:10); (2) God the Son raised Himself (cf. John
2:19-22; 10:17-18); (3) God the Spirit raised Jesus (cf. Ro 8:11 = the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from
the dead).

Barnett on the third day - Christ died on Friday afternoon and 'was raised' sometime on the Saturday evening, so how are we to
understand the words 'he was raised on the third day'? The tradition Paul quotes does not say, 'He was raised three days later', that
is, seventy two hours later, but rather 'he was raised on the third day'. The Jewish day began at sunset. Thus Christ died and was
buried on Friday afternoon (day one); he remained in the tomb Friday sunset to Saturday sunset (day two); he was raised alive
sometime during Saturday night before the arrival of the women on Sunday morning (day 3). (1 Corinthians)

What has that empty sepulcher to say to you and me?

It tells us that the Savior's death has set His people free;
He died, our sins upon Him laid;

He rose, because the debt was paid.

—Reich

The resurrection assures what Calvary secures.

Richard Pratt - By including both Christ's death and resurrection as essential elements of the gospel, Paul precluded those who
denied the resurrection from claiming salvation in Christ. (Holman NT Commentary)

Who raised Jesus from the dead? The Trinity raised Jesus from the dead.
Acts 2:24 God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it.
Acts 5:30 The God of our fathers raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging him on a tree.

John 10:17-18 For this reason the Father loves me, because | lay down my life that | may take it up again. No
one takes it from me, but | lay it down of my own accord. | have authority to lay it down, and | have authority to
take it up again. This charge | have received from my Father."
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John 11:25 Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet
shall he live

Romans 1:4 and was declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his
resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord

Romans 8:11 If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you.

Related Resource:
= The Resurrection of Christ

Ray Stedman - That is the story of the gospel--three basic facts. These are not doctrines; these are not philosophies; these are not
ideas that men have had about what God should be like. These are simple, hard-nose facts that occurred in history that cannot be
eliminated or evaded. There they are. These facts have changed the history of the world. Our faith does not rest upon mere
philosophy but upon facts that have occurred and cannot be taken away from us (1_Corinthians 15:1-4 Of First Importance).

UP FROM THE GRAVE HE AROSE
Daniel Thornton

Low in the grave He lay
Jesus my Savior!
Waiting the coming day
Jesus my Lord!

Up from the grave He arose

With a mighty triumph o'er His foes

He arose a Victor from the dark domain
And He lives forever with His saints to reign
He arose! (He arose)

He arose! (He arose)

Hallelujah! Christ arose!

Vainly they watch His bed
Jesus, my Savior!

Vainly they seal the dead
Jesus my Lord!

Up from the grave He arose

With a mighty triumph o'er His foes

He arose a Victor from the dark domain
And He lives forever with His saints to reign
He arose! (He arose)

He arose! (He arose)

Hallelujah! Christ arose!

Death cannot keep his prey
Jesus, my Savior!

He tore the bars away
Jesus my Lord!

Up from the grave He arose

With a mighty triumph o'er His foes

He arose a Victor from the dark domain
And He lives forever with His saints to reign
He arose! (He arose)

He arose! (He arose)

Hallelujah! Christ arose!

Up from the grave He arose
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With a mighty triumph o'er His foes

He arose a Victor from the dark domain
And He lives forever with His saints to reign
He arose! (He arose)

He arose! (He arose)

Hallelujah! Christ arose!

Question: What was the significance of Jesus being dead for three days?

Answer: There are several reasons it is significant Jesus was dead for three days before His resurrection. First, resurrection after
three days of death proved to Jesus’ opponents that He truly rose from the dead. Why? According to Jewish tradition, a person’s
soul/spirit remained with his/her dead body for three days. After three days, the soul/spirit departed. If Jesus’ resurrection had
occurred on the same day or even the next day, it would have been easier for His enemies to argue He had never truly died.
Significantly, Jesus waited several days after Lazarus had died before He came to resurrect Lazarus so that no one could deny the
miracle (John 11:38-44).

A second reason it was important for Jesus to be dead for three days was to fulfill biblical prophecy. Jesus personally claimed He
would be dead three days (Matthew 12:40; 16:21; 27:63; John 2:19). Also, some point to Hosea 6:1-3 as a prophecy of the
Messiah’s resurrection after three days: “Come, let us return to the LORD. He has torn us to pieces but he will heal us; he has
injured us but he will bind up our wounds. After two days he will revive us; on the third day he will restore us, that we may live in his
presence. Let us acknowledge the LORD; let us press on to acknowledge him. As surely as the sun rises, he will appear; he will
come to us like the winter rains, like the spring rains that water the earth.” This may also be the passage Paul refers to in 1
Corinthians 15:4 that Jesus “was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures.”

The three days were significant in other ways as well. Jesus died on a Friday, Nisan 14, the day when the Passover lamb was
sacrificed. His death represents the death of a perfect, unblemished sacrifice on our behalf. His resurrection on the third day took
place on the first day of the week, illustrating a new beginning and new life to all who trust in Him.

So, why was it important for Jesus to be dead for three days before His resurrection? (1) So the unbelieving Jews could not deny
that Jesus had truly been dead. (2) Because three days is what Jesus Himself prophesied. Aside from these two reasons, the Word
of God does not explicitly state the reason for the necessity of three days between Jesus’ death and resurrection. GotQuestions.org

Rescued
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved. —Acts 16:31
Today's Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:1-4, 20-25

Manuel Gonzalez was the first rescue worker to reach the 33 miners trapped for 69 days in a Chilean mine explosion in 2010. At
great risk to his own life, he went underground more than 2,000 feet to bring the trapped men back to the surface. The world
watched in amazement as one by one each miner was rescued and transported to freedom.

The Bible tells us of an even more amazing rescue. Because of Adam and Eve’s disobedience, all of mankind is trapped in sin (Gen.
2:17; 3:6,19; Rom. 5:12). Unable to break free, everyone faces certain death—physically and eternally. But God has provided a
Rescuer—Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Everyone who accepts the free gift of salvation offered through His death and resurrection
is freed from sin’s grip and its resulting death penalty (Rom. 5:8-11; 10:9-11; Eph. 2:1-10).

Jesus Christ is the “firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Cor. 15:20). He was the first to be raised from the dead, never to
die again. Likewise, all will be given life who put their faith in Christ (Rom. 8:11).

Are you still trapped in your sins? Accept Jesus’ gift of salvation and enjoy the freedom of life in Christ and eternity with Him (Acts
16:31; Eph. 2:1; Col. 2:13). By: C. P. Hia (Qur_Daily Bread., Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids. MI. — Reprinted b
permission. All rights reserved)

Thinking It Over

What keeps you from calling out to God for spiritual
rescue? Do you fear that you are too bad for God’s
grace? Read and think about Romans 3:23-26.

Through His cross, Jesus rescues and redeems.
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Would Or Did?
Christ died for our sins . . . , was buried, and . . . rose again the third day according to the Scriptures. —1 Corinthians 15:3-4
Today's Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Not many years ago, we watched as the “WWJD” craze swept through the Christian community. The bracelet-emblazoned theme
“What Would Jesus Do?” was a valuable reminder to many people that we should consider the heart and mind of Jesus when
making choices. As we seek to live in a way that honors the Savior, it is appropriate to measure our attitudes and decisions against
the example our Lord set for us.

Recently, however, | was in a church where | saw a slightly different message. This church’s sign read, “WDJD—What Did Jesus
Do?” That is indeed the more important question, because our salvation depends on it. Paramount among the remarkable deeds of
the Son of God are the events described in 1 Corinthians 15:3-4, “For | delivered to you first of all that which | also received: that
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the
Scriptures.”

What did Jesus do? He took the suffering and guilt for our wrongdoing and paid our penalty. He died and conquered death so we
could live. And the fact is, we will never be able to fully consider what Jesus would do until we have embraced what He did do for us

on the cross. By: Bill Crowder (Our Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids. MI. — Reprinted by permission. All rights
reserved)

To follow Christ in all we do
Can be a worthy goal

If first we’ve put our trust in Him
To save our sinful soul. —Sper

We are saved not by what we do but by trusting what Christ has done.

Resurrection And Life
| am the resurrection and the life. —John 11:25
Today's Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Jesus said, “| am the resurrection and the life”! It's one thing to make such a bold assertion; it's another to back it up—and back it up
Jesus did by rising from the dead.

“If you believe that the Son of God died and rose again,” writes George MacDonald, “your whole future is full of the dawn of eternal
morning, coming up beyond the hills of life, and full of such hope as the highest imagination for the poet has not a glimmer yet.”

The Son of God died and rose again, and His resurrection is the guarantee that God will bring us up and out of the ground: A
thinking, feeling, remembering, recognizable person will live forever.

Living forever means living out the thought of eternity that God has placed in our hearts; meeting again one’s believing loved ones
lost through separating death; living in a world without sorrow; seeing our Lord who loves us and gave everything to unite us to Him
forever.

But | see another meaning. Since we have this life and the next, we don’t have to “have it all” now. We can live in broken and ruined
bodies for a time; we can endure poverty and hardship for a while; we can face loneliness, heartache, and pain for a season. Why?
There is a second birth—Ilife in heaven forever. By: David H. Roper (Our Daily Bread. Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, M.
— Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

Yes, Christ the Lord is risen,

Has come forth from the grave;

He breaks the chains of death for you
And now has power to save. —Woodruff

The resurrection is the foundation of our faith.

He Paid The Toll
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Having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. —Romans 5:9
Today's Scripture:1 Corinthians 15:1-8

My daughter Ann and her family were about to cross the Mackinac Bridge into Michigan’s Upper Peninsula when a wild storm hit.
High winds forced authorities to close the world’s longest suspension bridge. When it finally opened, a long string of cars crossed
over.

Ann and her family drove up to the booth to pay the toll, but the attendant said, “You don’t need to pay. The guy in front of you paid
your toll for you.” As they watched the taillights of the minivan in front of them disappear, they knew they had no chance to thank the
generous driver.

This reminded me of the enormous price that was required for our entrance into heaven—a price we could never pay. But as that
driver ahead paid the toll for my daughter, so One has paid the price for our safe entrance into heaven. Jesus paid the full “toll.” He
shed His blood on the cross to satisfy the demands of a holy God (1 Cor. 15:3-4). Christ redeemed us by His death, and now by
faith we can be freed of the penalty of our sin and be allowed to enter heaven.

If you are not a believer in Jesus Christ, accept the payment He made for you on the cross. There is no other way to be reconciled to
God. (Our Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MIl. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

Empty Proof
He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures. —1 Corinthians 15:4
Today's Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:1-8

In the days after the French Revolution, a man tried to start a new religion that he believed was superior to Christianity. But he was
disappointed at his lack of success. He revealed his frustration to a clergyman and asked what he could do.

The clergyman replied that it was no easy task to begin a new religion—so difficult that he had nothing to suggest. But after a
moment’s reflection, he said, “There’s one plan that you might want to consider. Why don’t you get yourself crucified and rise again
the third day?”

The firm foundation of the Christian faith is an empty tomb. The New Testament declares that the death of Jesus paid the penalty for
our sin. But how can anyone know for sure that Christ’s crucifixion was acceptable to God? It doesn’t matter much what we think of
the death of Jesus; what matters is what God thinks about it.

God’s approval of Christ's sacrifice is proven by the resurrection. It stands as God’s signed receipt that He is completely satisfied.
Without the resurrection, Christianity has nothing much to offer the world. But the fact that Christ died and then rose from the grave
“is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes” (Rom. 1:16). By: Haddon W. Robinson (Qur Daily Bread, Copyright

RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

When Jesus Christ was crucified,
He paid sin's penalty;

His rising from the grave revealed
His death's sufficiency. —Sper

The resurrection is the Father's "amen" to the Son's "it is finished."

A Dead Man Cannot Save
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and . . . rose again the third day. —1 Corinthians 15:3-4
Today's Scripture: Acts 2:22-36

A young boy stood outside an art store looking intently at a painting of Jesus on the cross. A man approached and asked, “Do you
know who that is?”

The boy answered, “Yes, sir, that is Jesus the Savior who died on the cross to save me. Those people around Him are the soldiers
who killed Him. And that woman who is crying was His mother.”

The man patted the boy on the head and walked away. He had not gone far when he felt a tug on his sleeve. The same little fellow
he had spoken to moments before said, “Please, sir, | forgot to tell you something else. Jesus is not on that cross anymore. He is
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alive because He rose again. He is in heaven today.”
That youngster knew the living Savior who died and rose and lives today. He knew the truth of the gospel.

The climax of the gospel is the resurrection. Every sermon preached by the apostles included the news that Jesus is not dead.
Today, no matter how eloquent a sermon may be, it is not the gospel if it leaves Jesus on the cross or in the tomb. A dead man can
save no one.

Do you personally know and boldly proclaim the living Savior? By: M.R. DeHaan (Qur Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries,
Grand Rapids, MI. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

| will sing of my Redeemer

And His heavenly love for me;

He from death to life has brought me,
Son of God, with Him to be. —Bliss

The good news is not that Jesus lived and died, but that He died and lives.

The Cross Speaks
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and . . . rose again the third day. —1 Corinthians 15:3-4
Today's Scripture: Acts 2:22-39

Crosses decorate church steeples and designate burial places. Sometimes they mark the spot where people died in highway
accidents. And they are often worn as jewelry.

Crosses remind people of Jesus Christ. | was made aware of this when a businessman, seeing a small gold cross on the lapel of my
jacket, asked me, “Why are you a believer in Christ?” | was glad for the opportunity to share my faith with him.

Jesus died on the cross for us, but we don’t worship a dead Savior. Our Lord’s body was taken down from the cross and placed in a
tomb, and then on the third day He emerged in a glorified body.

The cross speaks to us of the total picture—our Lord’s atoning death to pay the price for our sins, as well as His glorious
resurrection to deliver us from the power of death.

If it were not for what Christ did on the cross, we would all stand guilty before God and hopeless in the face of death. But through
faith in Him, we receive the forgiveness of all our sins and the assurance that death cannot hold us.

Have you looked at the cross and placed your trust in the One who died there? It's the only sure and perfect remedy for guilt and
fear. By: Herbert Vander Lugt (Our Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MIl. — Reprinted by permission. All rights

reserved)

The Real Deal
[Christ] rose again the third day . . . [and] was seen by over five hundred brethren. —1 Corinthians 15:4-6
Today's Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:1-21

Sometimes cleaning out Grandpa’s attic pays off. For an Ohio man, it paid off in the discovery of a more than 100-year-old set of
mint-condition baseball cards. Appraisers placed the cards’ value at $3 million.

One key to the high value of those cards was the fact that they were well-preserved. But beyond that, the true worth of the cards
rested in the fact that they were authentic. If they had been fakes or counterfeits—no matter how good they looked—they wouldn'’t
have been worth the cardboard they were printed on.

The apostle Paul had something similar to say about Christianity. He said that our faith would be completely worthless and
counterfeit if Jesus’ resurrection were not the real deal. It took bravery and confidence in God’s plan for Paul to say, “If Christ is not
risen, then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty” (1 Cor. 15:14) and “If Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are
still in your sins!” (v.17).

The Christian faith rests on the authenticity of this story: Jesus died on the cross and was raised from the dead. Praise God for the
clear evidence of Jesus’ death and resurrection (vv.3-8). It’s the real deal, and we can stake our eternity and our total dependence


http://www.odb.org/
http://www.odb.org/

on God on its truth. By: Dave Branon (Our Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. — Reprinted by permission.
All rights reserved)

Lord, we’re eternally thankful for the truth
confirmed in Your Word and in our hearts that

You died and rose again for us. We love You, Lord,
and lift our voices in praise!

God is the only true God.

An Instructed Faith
Christ died for our sins . . ., He was buried, and . . . He rose again the third day. —1 Corinthians 15:3-4
Today's Scripture: Ecclesiastes 3:16-4:3

When | witness to people about Christ, | often hear this response: “I'm all right, | have a strong faith.” But our discussions soon
reveal that all they have is faith in faith. Genuine saving faith, though, is based on the truth of God’s Word.

Billy Graham made this clear during an interview on a TV talk show. He said he eagerly anticipates death because he expects to be
with Jesus. He went on to explain that his confidence rests on what the Bible says about Christ’s sacrificial death and resurrection.
The interviewer, an agnostic who admits his fear of death, respectfully said, “You’re not afraid because you know something | don’t
know.”

Ecclesiastes 3:16-4:3 reveals the need for a God-instructed faith. It depicts the unpleasant side of life: injustice everywhere and the
inevitability of death (3:16,18-21). It expresses that nonbelievers, seeing no reason for hope, must conclude that nonexistence is
better than life (3:22-4:3). But it also shows the believer’s confidence that God will ultimately make all things right (3:17).

A Bible-instructed faith focuses on Christ—His death, burial, and resurrection (1 Cor. 15:3-4). Only that kind of faith can bring
salvation and comfort. And it gives us confidence that we will spend eternity in heaven. By: Herbert Vander Lugt (Qur Daily Bread,
Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MIl. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

The godless ponder death with fear—
For what's ahead they cannot see;
But those who put their faith in Christ
Look forward to eternity. —Sper

To put your fears to rest, put your faith in Christ.

Not A Myth
Read: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 | Bible in a Year: Isaiah 7-9

After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen
asleep. —1 Corinthians 15:6

I’'m fascinated with history, so | eagerly watched a television special on England’s great King Arthur. A theme surfaced as each
historian acknowledged that there were no eyewitness accounts nor historical evidence to support the story of King Arthur, his
knights, and their Round Table. Repeatedly, the story was referred to as “legend” or “mythology.” It appears that the story is merely a
legend woven together over centuries from fragments of other stories.

The good news of the gospel, however, is not rooted in mythology or legend but in verified fact, and it's the greatest story ever told.
Paul wrote that the most important event in human history—the resurrection of Jesus Christ—is supported by actual eyewitnesses.
While listing disciples who had seen the risen Christ, Paul punctuated the list of eyewitnesses by writing, “After that He was seen by
over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep” (1 Cor. 15:6). At
the time of Paul’s writing, many of those witnesses were still alive and available for questioning.

The resurrection of Christ is not a myth. It is the factual pivot-point of history.By Bill Crowder Qur Daily Bread, Copyright RBC
Ministries, Grand Rapids. MI. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

Up from the grave He arose,
With a mighty triumph o’er His foes;
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He arose a Victor from the dark domain,
And He lives forever with His saints to reign.
—Lowry

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the best attested fact of ancient history. —Arnold

Related Resources:

= What Good Is a Dead Messiah? and Can You Keep a Good Man Down? - Josh McDowell
= Where was Jesus for the three days between His death and resurrection? GotQuestions.org
= What is the sign of Jonah? GotQuestions.org

=« Why should I believe in Christ’s resurrection? | GotQuestions.org

= Why is the resurrection of Jesus Christ important? | GotQuestions.org

= Why is the truth of the bodily resurrection of Jesus Christ so important?

= |s the resurrection of Jesus Christ true? | GotQuestions.org

= Why does it matter that Jesus rose from the dead? | GotQuestions.org

1 Corinthians 15:5 and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. NASB 1995 - Lockman)

= that: Lu 24:34,35

= Cephas: 1Co 1:12 3:22 9:5 John 1:42

= then : Mk 16:14 Lu 24:36-49 Joh 20:19-26 Ac 1:2-14 Acts 10:41

= See also The Resurrection of Christ

= 1 Corinthians 15 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

Luke 24:34-35+ saying, “The Lord has really risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 They began to relate their
experiences on the road and how He was recognized by them in the breaking of the bread

Luke 24:36+ While they were telling these things, He Himself stood in their midst and said to them, “Peace be
to you.”

John 20:19 So when it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and when the doors were shut
where the disciples were, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in their midst (OF THE DISCIPLES)
and *said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20 And when He had said this, He showed them both His hands and
His side (OF HIS RESURRECTED BODY). The disciples then rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21 So Jesus
said to them again, “Peace be with you; as the Father has sent Me, | also send you.

Acts 1:3+ To these (THE DISCIPLES) He also presented Himself alive after His suffering, by many
convincing proofs, appearing to them over a period of forty days and speaking of the things concerning the
kingdom of God.

Acts 10:41+ not to all the people, but to withesses who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us who
ate and drank with Him after He arose from the dead.

Acts 13:31+ and for many days He appeared to those who came up with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem
the very ones who are now His witnesses to the people.

At the tamb, On early
Sunday morning, lesus
appeared to Mary
tagdalene, Mary the mother
of James, and Salome (Mall.
28:1-10; Mark 16:1-11; Luke
241-12; John 20:1-18).

\t Jerusalem. Jesus.
ppedred to Peter on Sunday
{Luke 24:34; 1 Cor. 15:5),

The road to Emmaus. Atout
midday Sunday, Jesus
appeared to two travelers
(Luke 24:13-32).

Galilee. Jesus appeared to
the eleven disciples in Galilee.
(Matt, 28:16-20; Mark
16:15-18). Later, He was seen
by 500 followers, prabably
alsoin Galilee (1 Cor, 15:6).

The Sea of Galilee. Early

one marning, Jesus appeared
10 seven of His disciples while
they were fishing, and caused
therm to find a great catch of
fish {lohn 21:1-23).

cation unknown. Jesus

The Mount of Olives. Forty
days after the Resurrection,
Jesus met with the eleven
disciples, leading women, His

The Upper Room. Jesus.
appeared 1o len disciples on
Sunday evening (Mark 16:14;
Luke 24:36-43; John brothers, and others, whom
20:19-25), and again one He told to take His message
wieek ater, when Thomas The road to Damaseus. Jesus confranted Saul throughout the world. He
wias present (lohn 20:26-29: | & of Tarsus in the miccle of the day, an event that then ascended into heaven

i Cor. 15:5). led 10 Saul's conversion (Acts 9:1-9: 1 Cor. 158, | I (Luke 24:46-53: Acts 1:3-14)
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From The Word in Life Study Bible (online)

Click to enlarge

AN "AMAZING GRACE"
APPEARANCE

For in depth commentary see 1 Corinthians 15:5 (For the most part the notes below are not duplicated on the in depth
commentary).

Stevenson - Paul gives six groups of witnesses of the resurrection of Jesus. They are given in the order of their occurrence. At the
same time, we should recognize that this is not an exhaustive list. There are no women mentioned in this list. There is a reason for
this. In the ancient world, a woman was not considered to be a legal witness. Paul is giving a legal presentation of the evidence for
the resurrection. He is giving the kind of evidence that would stand up in a court of law.

Note Paul's pristine logic - the burial underscores the fact that Christ truly died and the appearances confirm the fact that Christ truly
rose from the dead.

Barnett makes an interesting observation regarding Paul's presentation - The word and' (kai) joins the lines together forming one
complete statement: Christ died and was buried and was raised and appeared. No part of this garment can be cut out otherwise the
whole robe unravels.... There are omissions from Paul's list (OF APPEARANCES) — the various women witnesses (John 20:14-18;
Mt. 28:9), the two men going to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-35), the disciples apart from Thomas (John 20:19-23), the seven disciples at
the lakeside (John 21:2) and the Twelve in Jerusalem before his ascension (Acts 1:4-8). If the various accounts in the Gospels and
in the pre-Pauline tradition are set side by side it appears there were at least twelve separate occasions when the risen Lord
appeared to many hundreds of people over a thirty seven day period between the resurrection and the ascension (Acts 1:3, 13:31).
(1_Corinthians)

And that He appeared to Cephas (Képhas), then to the twelve - Note absence of preceding refrain according to the Scriptures
because there is apparently no OT passage prophesying of these appearances. Peter's restoration to full usefulness for his Kingdom
work. Peter denied Jesus three times. If it had been baseball, Peter would be on the bench! But praise God it was "real life" and
where sin abounded (times 3), God's mercy and grace abounded all the more! And when all is said and done the same epitaph
could be written on all of our tombstones beloved!

Vine writes that "The twelve had become a technical or official phrase for the complete apostolic company, thoughJudas Iscariot
was not present, and on the first occasion Thomas was absent. Hence the number is used in a conventional way. There is,
therefore, no discrepancy. The great point is the double confirmation of the fact of the Resurrection. (Vine, W. Collected writings of
W. E. Vine. Nashville: Thomas Nelson)

Hodge agrees writing that "The apostles collectively, after the apostasy of Judas, are spoken of asthe Twelve according to a
common custom, although at the time there were only eleven. (1 Corinthians 15 Commentary)

Ray Stedman reminds us that "According to the Gospel record the actual first appearance of our Lord was not to Peter but to Mary
Magdalene. As the Gospel accounts tell us, she was first at the tomb and she mistook him for the gardener on that Easter Sunday
morning. It was only when he spoke to her that she realized that this was the Lord, and she held him by the feet and worshipped
him. Then he sent her away to find the disciples. But in the chauvinistic mentality of that 1st century, a woman's testimony did not
count. Paul, therefore, is conceding a point here, perhaps to the age in which he lived, by listing the Apostle Peter as the one who
first bore witness to the resurrection of Christ. (1 Corinthians 15:5-11 They Saw Him Alive)

Jack Arnold - Paul in verses 5-8 gives eyewitness evidence the resurrection of Christ actually happened. He makes it clear that
Christ appeared to Peter who was the leader of the apostolic band. Surely, Peter needed the resurrected Christ to appear to him. He
was deeply hurting because he had denied his Lord three times and even cursed Him. Peter went out and wept bitterly when he
realized what he had done. For he was suffering the pangs of guilt and self-anger. Perhaps it was for this reason Christ sought Peter
out first. Christ healed his pains, his brokenness and his hatred of himself. Wouldn’t you have liked to have been there when Christ
said, “Peter, it is |, your Lord, and | forgive you and love you and want you to continue to lead my apostolic band.” Certainly, the
resurrected Christ changed a depressed and discouraged Peter to a forgiven, courageous and dynamic witness for Christ. (1
Corinthians 15:1-11 The Resurrection And The Gospel)

Ray Stedman writes that "Everyone here who is a Christian knows that the fundamental question upon which Christianity ultimately
rests is, "Did Jesus Christ actually, literally, and physically, rise from the dead?" Everything hangs on that question. Well, that is the
theme of this chapter, and this section of First Corinthians is one of the most significant passages in the Word of God that states that
question most profoundly. As you read it, you see that there is a whole chorus of voices from the 1st century that say loudly and
clearly, "Yes, he did rise from the dead. We saw him; we talked with him; we handled him." (John says that in his letter {cf, 1 Jn 1:1}.)
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"We ate and drank with him, {cf, Acts 10:41}. It was unmistakably Jesus. We recognized him by the marks of crucifixion still in his
body, in his hands and in his feet. Our encounters with him were so frequent, so full and so satisfying that we have never been the
same since. When he rose from the dead it completely changed our lives." Christianity has always rested, therefore, on that powerful
evidence of eye witnesses who saw him alive from the dead. (1 Corinthians 15:5-11 They Saw Him Alive)

Charles Hodge gives an excellent synopsis of the significance of the witnesses writing that...

As the resurrection of Christ is a historical fact, it is to be proved by historical evidence. The apostle therefore
appeals to the testimony of competent witnesses. All human laws assume that the testimony of two witnesses,
when uncontradicted, and especially when confirmed by collateral evidence, produces such conviction of the
truth of the fact asserted as to justify even taking the life of a fellow-creature. Confidence in such testimony is
not based on experience, but on the constitution of our nature. We are so constituted that we cannot refuse
assent to the testimony of good men to a fact fairly within their knowledge. To make such testimony irresistible
it is necessary:

1. That the fact to be proved should be of a nature to admit of being certainly known.

2. That adequate opportunity be afforded to the witnesses to ascertain its nature and to be
satisfied of its verity.

3. That the witnesses be of sound mind and discretion.
4. That they be men of integrity.

If these conditions are fulfilled, human testimony establishes the truth of a fact beyond reasonable doubt. If,
however, in addition to these grounds of confidence the witnesses give their testimony at the expense of great
personal sacrifice or confirm it with their blood; if, moreover, the occurrence had been predicted centuries
before; if it had produced effects not otherwise to be accounted for, effects extending to all ages and nations; if
people’s reason and conscience find the system of doctrine implied in that fact to be true; and if God’s Spirit
confirms the testimony of the original witnesses and the truth of the doctrines based on that fact, then it is
insanity and wickedness to doubt it. All these considerations combine to prove the resurrection of Christ and
make it the best authenticated event in the history of the world. (1 Corinthians 15 Commentary)

A T Robertson observes that "There are ten appearances given besides the one to Paul. Nine are in the Gospels (Mary Magdalene
in John and Mark, the other women in Matthew, the two going to Emmaus in Luke, Simon Peter in Luke and 1Corinthians, the ten
apostles and others in Luke and John and Mark, the eleven and others in John, the seven by the sea in John, to over five hundred in
Galilee in Matthew and Paul and Mark, to the apostles in Jerusalem in Luke and Mark and Acts and 1Corinthians) and one in
1Corinthians above (to James). It will be seen that Paul mentions only five of the ten, one, that to James, not given elsewhere. What
he gives is conclusive evidence of the fact, particularly when re-enforced by his own experience (the sixth appearance mentioned by
Paul). The way to prove this great fact is to start with Paul's own witness given in this undoubted Epistle. (1_Corinthians 15
Commentary)

John MacArthur quotes a lawyer and a historian regarding the certainty of the resurrection of Christ...

Throughout history the testimony of responsible and honest eyewitnesses has been considered one of the
most reliable forms of evidence in a court of law. Paul’s third evidence for Christ’s resurrection is in that form.

Lawyer Sir Edward Clarke said, "As a lawyer | have made a prolonged study of the evidences for the events
of the first Easter day. For me, the evidence is conclusive, and over and over again in the high court | have
secured the verdict on evidence not nearly so compelling. Inference follows on evidence, and a truthful witness
is always artless and disdains effect; the gospel evidence for the resurrection is of this class, and as a lawyer |
accept it unreservedly as the testimony of truthful men to facts they were able to substantiate."

The historian Thomas Arnold of Oxford has written. -- The evidence for our Lord’s life and death and
resurrection may be and often has been shown to be satisfactory. It is good according to the common rules for
distinguishing good evidence from bad. Thousands and tens of thousands of persons have gone through it
piece by piece as carefully as every judge summing tip on an important case. | have myself done it many
times over, not to persuade others but to satisfy myself. | have been used for many years to study the history
of other times, and to examine and weigh the evidence of those who have written about them, and | know of
no one fact in the history of mankind which is better proved by fuller evidence than the great sign that
God has given as that Christ died and rose again from the dead. (1Corinthians. Chicago: Moody Press)

Related Resources:
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=« The Evidence of the Principal Fisherman - chapter 10 from Frank Morrison's classic apologetic on the resurrection - Who
Moved the Stone?

= Who was Cephas/Peter in the Bible? | GotQuestions.org

= Who were the twelve (12) disciples / apostles of Jesus Christ? | GotQuestions.org

DEFEAT - Thinking about the muddled mess of mankind, Gordon DePree lamented in his book A Time to Grow, "People sometimes
disappoint me, and there are times when | disappoint others. This hurts. Ideals fall. Dreams fade. The concepts of life | was carefully
constructing suddenly crumble into a rubble-heap at my feet ... and | sit in the ruins, wondering if there is anything right about life, or
if | even care."

After Peter had denied Jesus three times, He knew that nothing was right about life. He had become a blunder mouth beyond belief.
With a few foolish words he had wrecked his life, becoming a heap of twisted metal at the feet of his fellow disciples. He had failed
Jesus.

How Jesus dealt with Peter afterward is an example straight from God's body shop. Following the resurrection, Jesus reaffirmed His
love for Peter. He evidently met with Peter alone (1 Corinthians 15:5) and later reminded him that He had a job for him—caring for
God's children (John 21:17). No wonder Peter would later write that we can cast our cares upon Him because He really cares for us
(1 Peter 5:7).

Even though we may be abandoned at the junkyard, Jesus is calling for a wrecker. He will lovingly restore us to mint condition.

1 Corinthians 15:6 After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now,
but some have fallen asleep. (NASB 1995 - Lockman)

= He appeared Mt 28:10,16,17 Mk 16:7

= fallen asleep 1Co 15:18 Ac 7:60 Acts 13:36 1Th 4:13,15 2Pe 3:4

= See detailed notes on The Resurrection of Christ

= 1 Corinthians 15 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

For in depth commentary see 1 Corinthians 15:6 (For the most part the notes below are not duplicated on the in depth
commentary).

CHRIST'S GRAND
APPEARANCE

After that - (1899) (epeita from epi = upon, at + eita = then) means then, afterwards, next. Expression of time.

He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now (about 55-56 AD), but some
have fallen asleep (euphemism for death of believers -koimao as with Stephen Acts 7:60+). - At one time indicates they were
gathered together. Most of these witnesses had been alive and active witnesses for about 25 years to testify to the authenticity of the
resurrection.

These five hundred brethren would be part of the "many infallible proofs" (Acts 1:3+) that make this the greatest event in history
since the creation.

Stevenson - You might get two or three people to admit to a lie and even have them die for it. It is perhaps believable that twelve
people might die for a lie that they know to be a lie. But here we have over 500 witnesses. Paul says that most of these 500
witnesses to the resurrection are still alive. The implication is obvious. If you have any doubts about the truth of the resurrection, you
can go to Jerusalem and ask them.

MacArthur comments that "The quality of specific witnesses is represented by the apostles, all of whom were known by name and
could easily be questioned. The quantity of witnesses is seen in the five hundred brethren who all saw the risen Christ at one time.
Scripture gives no indication of who those people were, or where Jesus appeared to them, but they were surely well known in the

early church, and, like the twelve, would often have been questioned about seeing the risen Savior. (MacArthur, J: 1Corinthians.
Chicago: Moody Press)

F F Bruce "The testimony of the women, of which much is made in the resurrection narratives of the Gospels, is not mentioned here,
probably because it was not formally admissible as public evidence and, if so used, would in the minds of many have discredited the
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resurrection."

Ray Stedman notes that "Every generation, the theory is propounded that Jesus really did not rise from the dead physically, that the
disciples were so caught up in the wonder of his personality, that they so wanted him back they actually hallucinated and imagined
they saw him. But this event, of course, can hardly fit that category, for here there were over five hundred individuals. Now it is hard
enough to get one person to hallucinate, but to get five hundred people from various backgrounds and attitudes, etc., to do so all at
once is simply incredible. | think this occurred up on a mountainside in Galilee, for even before his crucifixion the Lord had said that
he would meet his disciples in Galilee after the resurrection. The first message he sent by the women at the tomb was, "go and tell
my brethren to go to Galilee, and there they will see me," {cf, Matt 28:10}. Now you can imagine that word of that spread rapidly
throughout the whole believing community and everybody who could get away headed for Galilee. Who would have wanted to miss
that most exciting of all Christian meetings? So it is no wonder there were five hundred or more waiting for him on the mountainside,
and to them he appeared. (1 Corinthians 15:5-11 They Saw Him Alive)

Appeared (3708) (horao) means to see or perceive with the eye, to pay attention to, to understand or to
experience. Horao is used a number of times in the NT referring to seeing visions but Paul here is clearly not
speaking of a vision but the actual bodily appearance of our Lord. It is not certain when this event occurred.
The most likely possibility is Matthew 28:16-20. Since Jesus had previously announced this meeting (cf. Mt
26:32; 28:10, 16) it is unlikely that anyone would have intentionally missed it.

One time (2178) (ephapax from epi = upon, at + hapax = once, a compound of "ha-" [="heis" in compounds]
and "pax" [pegnumi = make firm, bring together] = giving hapax the fundamental meaning of numerical
singularity and completeness which needs no additions) means once and for all or all at once. At the same
time (all together) as here in 1Co 15:6. Friberg says that ephapax is used "as a religious technical term for the
uniqueness and singularity of the Christ's death and the resultant redemption once (and) for all (Heb 10:10)
(Analytical Lexicon of the Greek New Testament. Baker Academic)

Ephapax - 5x in 5v = once for all(4), one time(1). - Ro 6:10; 1Cor 15:6; Heb 7:27; 9:12;
10:10. As you observe these passages below, notice that all except for 1Co 15:6 relate to
the sacrificial death of Christ. There are no uses in the Septuagint.

Related Resource:

=« Why didn’t Jesus appear to more people after His resurrection? | GotQuestions.org

Proof Positive
Jesus our Lord . . . was raised because of our justification. —Romans 4:24-25
Today's Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is one of the most well-established events in history. Paul cited as irrefutable evidence the more
than 500 eyewitnesses who saw Jesus after He arose, most of whom were still alive when the apostle wrote to the Corinthians.

Just as certain is the fact that Christ’s sacrifice on the cross of Calvary fully paid the penalty for the sin of all mankind, so that
everyone who trusts Him as Savior receives forgiveness. And it is Christ’s resurrection that guarantees this. If just one sin had been
unatoned for, Jesus would not have come out of the tomb.

In his book The Resurrection of Jesus the Christ, Fred John Meldau underscores the significance of Jesus’ resurrection by
describing Israel’s annual Day of Atonement ritual. Meldau writes, “If [the High Priest] offered correctly, he came forth in due time;
but . . . if he failed to offer correctly, he died there behind the veil. In like manner, the coming forth of Jesus the Christ, in His
resurrection, after His atonement for our sins on the cross, shows that His offering was accepted. The empty tomb is God’s ‘Amen’ to
Christ’s ‘It is finished.”

When Christ emerged from the tomb, our sin was completely paid for. His resurrection was proof positive! By: Richard DeHaan (Qur
Daily Bread. Copyright RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

Jesus rose, and proved His power
By that rising glorious;

From the mighty grasp of death
He came forth victorious. —Anon.

Christ’'s empty tomb guarantees our full salvation.
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C H Spurgeon writes that...The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is one of the best attested facts on record. There were
s0 many witnesses to behold it, that if we do in the least degree receive the credibility of men's testimonies, we cannot and we dare
not doubt that Jesus rose from the dead. It is all very easy for infidels to say that these persons were deceived, but it is equally
foolish, for these persons could not every one of them have been so positively deceived as to say that they had seen this man,
whom they knew to have been dead, afterwards alive; they could not all, surely, have agreed together to help on this imposture: if
they did, it is the most marvellous thing we have on record, that not one of them ever broke faith with the others, but that the whole
mass of them remained firm. We believe it to be quite impossible that so many rogues should have agreed for ever. They were men
who had nothing to gain by it; they subjected themselves to persecution by affirming the very fact; they were ready to die for it, and
did die for it. Five hundred or a thousand persons who had seen him at different times, declared that they did see him, and that he
rose from the dead; the fact of his death having been attested beforehand. How, then, dare any man say that the Christian religion is
not true, when we know for a certainty that Christ died and rose again from the dead? And knowing that, who shall deny the divinity
of the Saviour? Who shall say that he is not mighty to save? Our faith hath a solid basis, for it hath all these witnesses on which to
rest, and the more sure witness of the Holy Spirit witnessing in our hearts. "And last of all," says the apostle, "he was seen of me
also, as of one born out of due time: for | am the least of the apostles." We should not have thought Paul proud if he had said, "l am
the greatest of the apostles," for he occupies the largest portion of the sacred Scriptures with his writings; and he preached more
abundantly than they all. There was not one who could exceed Paul, or even come near him in his arduous labours.

Not A Myth
Read: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11 | Bible in a Year: Isaiah 7-9

After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen
asleep. —1 Corinthians 15:6

I'm fascinated with history, so | eagerly watched a television special on England’s great King Arthur. A theme surfaced as each
historian acknowledged that there were no eyewitness accounts nor historical evidence to support the story of King Arthur, his
knights, and their Round Table. Repeatedly, the story was referred to as “legend” or “mythology.” It appears that the story is merely a
legend woven together over centuries from fragments of other stories.

The good news of the gospel, however, is not rooted in mythology or legend but in verified fact, and it's the greatest story ever told.
Paul wrote that the most important event in human history—the resurrection of Jesus Christ—is supported by actual eyewitnesses.
While listing disciples who had seen the risen Christ, Paul punctuated the list of eyewitnesses by writing, “After that He was seen by
over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep” (1 Cor. 15:6). At
the time of Paul’s writing, many of those witnesses were still alive and available for questioning.

The resurrection of Christ is not a myth. It is the factual pivot-point of history.By Bill Crowder Qur Daily Bread, Copyright RBC
Ministries, Grand Rapids. MI. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

Up from the grave He arose,

With a mighty triumph o’er His foes;

He arose a Victor from the dark domain,
And He lives forever with His saints to reign.
—Lowry

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the best attested fact of ancient history. —Arnold

1 Corinthians 15:7 then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles; (NASB 1995 - Lockman)

= then Lu 24:50 Ac 1:2-12
= See detailed notes on The Resurrection of Christ
= 1 Corinthians 15 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

Acts 1:21-22+ (Peter delineates the necessary qualifications of the apostles) - Therefore it is necessary that of
the men who have accompanied us all the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out among us--beginning with
the baptism of John until the day that He was taken up from us--one of these must become a witness with us
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of His resurrection.

For in depth commentary see 1 Corinthians 15:7 (For the most part the notes below are not duplicated on the in depth
commentary).

JESUS AND JAMES
Then - Expression of time. Marks sequence.

He appeared to James, then to all the apostles (apostole) - Most writers feel this James was the half-brother of Jesus. The
witness of James is especially significant because it is the witness of a skeptic. The brothers of Jesus had grown up with Him and
they knew Him to be a good man, but they rejected His teaching. John 7:5 says "not even His brothers were believing in Him." Later
Luke records the presence of the brothers of Jesus in the upper room (Acts 1:14+ "these all with one mind were continually devoting
themselves to prayer, along with the women, and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.") Why did these skeptical
brothers become believers? The clear implication is they saw Him alive after His crucifixion. As the old saying goes "Seeing is
believing."

Ray Stedman adds that Jesus' "brothers did not believe in him until the resurrection. It was that phenomenal event, that magnificent
recovery, that finally convinced James that Jesus was the Son of God (They Saw Him Alive)

Jack Arnold - The James mentioned here is most likely the half brother of Jesus, who was the oldest remaining son of the family
that grew up in Nazareth. John tells us that Christ’s brothers did not believe Jesus was the Messiah. It must have been difficult to
see Jesus was the Messiah because these brothers were so close to Him. While they must have seen Him as an exceptional
person, they played games together, did chores together, played pranks on Him or whatever. It took some tall convincing for them to
believe that He was the Son of God, the Creator of the universe. None of Christ's brothers were truly converted until after the
resurrection. That was when they became convinced Jesus was the Son of God. James must have had a fantastic conversion and
in the Epistle of James he calls Christ “our glorious Lord” (Jms. 2:1). The resurrected Christ changed a skeptical blood brother to a

believing, dynamic spiritual leader. (1_Corinthians 15:1-11 The Resurrection And The Gospel)

Apostles (652) (apostolos from apo = from + stello = send forth) (Click discussion of apostle) means one
sent forth from by another, often with a special commission to represent another and to accomplish his work. It
can be a delegate, commissioner, ambassador sent out on a mission or orders or commission and with the
authority of the one who sent him. In the ancient world a apostle was the personal representatives of the king,
functioning as an ambassador with the king’s authority and provided with credentials to prove he was the
king's envoy. Cargo ships were sometimes called gpostolic, because they were dispatched with a specific
shipment for a specific destination. In its broadest sense, apostle can refer to all believers, because every
believer is sent into the world as a witness for Christ. But the term is primarily used as a specific and unique
title for the thirteen men (the Twelve, with Matthias replacing Judas, and Paul) whom Christ personally chose
and commissioned to authoritatively proclaim the gospel and lead the early church. The thirteen apostles not
only were all called directly by Jesus but all were witnesses of His resurrection, Paul having encountered Him
on the Damascus Road after His ascension. Those thirteen apostles were given direct revelation of God’s
Word to proclaim authoritatively, the gift of healing, and the power to cast out demons (Mt 10:1). By these
signs their teaching authority was verified (cf. 2Co 12:12). Their teachings became the foundation of the
church (Eph 2:20), and their authority extended beyond local bodies of believers to the entire believing world.
In the present context Peter uses apostle in its more common specialized or restricted meaning. The authority
of Peter's message did not derive from the messenger but from the Sender.

Related Resource:

= The Evidence of the Prisoner's Brother - chapter 11 from Frank Morrison's classic apologetic on the resurrection - Who Moved
the Stone?

1 Corinthians 15:8 and last of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also. (NASB 1995 - Lockman)

s 1C09:1 Ac 9:3-5,17 18:9 22:14,18 26:16 2Co 12:1-6
= See also The Resurrection of Christ
= 1 Corinthians 15 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries
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Related Passages:

Acts 9:1-15+ Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high
priest, 2 and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to
the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3 And it came about that as he
journeyed, he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him; 4 and he
fell to the ground, and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?"

5 And he said, "Who art Thou, Lord?" And He said," | am Jesus whom you are persecuting, 6 but rise, and
enter the city, and it shall be told you what you must do." 7 And the men who traveled with him stood
speechless, hearing the voice, but seeing no one.8 And Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes
were open, he could see nothing; and leading him by the hand, they brought him into Damascus. 9 And he
was three days without sight, and neither ate nor drank.

10 Now there was a certain disciple at Damascus, named Ananias; and the Lord said to him in a vision,
"Ananias." And he said, "Behold, here am |, Lord." 11 And the Lord said to him, "Arise and go to the street
called Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for behold, he is praying,
12 and he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him, so that he might
regain his sight." 13 But Ananias answered, "Lord, | have heard from many about this man, how much harm
he did to Thy saints at Jerusalem; 14 and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call upon
Thy name." 15 But the Lord said to him, "Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before
the Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; 16 for | will show him how much he must suffer for My name's
sake."

A "DIVINE
MISCARRIAGE"

For in depth commentary see 1 Corinthians 15:8 (For the most part the notes below are not duplicated on the in depth
commentary).

And last (eschatos) of all, as to one untimely born, He appeared to me also - Untimely born means "abnormally born which
really means a miscarriage or an untimely birth. What he means is that he did not come to spiritual birth in the usual, proper way.
His salvation was unexpected, violent and abnormal. When the other apostles heard the Word they began to believe it. Gradually it
developed in their minds and hearts until at last they laid hold of it by faith. In this way, their spiritual birth followed a normal
pregnancy that could be observed developing. But Paul’'s conversion was a miscarriage. It was abnormal, unexpected, sudden and
definitely supernatural. This may be the reason Paul writes so much on the sovereign purposes of God in salvation, for he, more
than any other apostle, had a conversion surrounded by supernatural phenomena." (Jack Arnold)

David Lowery comments that "Paul considered himself abnormally born because he lacked the “gestation” period of having been
with Christ during His earthly ministry (Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B.. et al: The Bible Knowledge Commentary. 1985. Victo)

Stedman quips that "Had Paul written his spiritual biography, the title would have not beenBorn Again, it would have been The
Miscarriage, The Abortion, or something like that. This is what he thought of himself, largely because of the way he came to birth. He
is thinking of the twelve apostles as being born in a very normal way. When they heard the word of the Lord, they began to believe
it. Gradually it developed in their minds and hearts until they came to the place where they believed it totally. In this way their
spiritual birth followed a normal pregnancy that could be observed developing. But Paul's experience was not like that. It was
abnormal; it was sudden; it was very precipitous and unexpected. That may account for the fact that Paul had a difficult time in his
early Christian life. When somebody is prematurely born he does not just leap out and handle life like a normal baby. He is cared for
specially; he is nurtured in private; he is protected from exposure to danger and germs and it is a long time before he begins to
function normally. And this was the case with Paul. He was born again on the Damascus road, but it was such a sudden, precipitous
thing it took a long time for him to adjust his thinking and get it in line with this fantastic event that had occurred. That is why he
spent three years in Damascus and Arabia and another seven years in his home town of Tarsus before he got it all together and felt
he was ready to begin his great ministry of teaching and preaching all around the world. The Spirit of God led Barnabus to go down
to Tarsus and find him ten years later (1_Corinthians 15:5-11 They Saw Him Alive)

Untimely born (1626) (ektroma from ek = out + titrosko = to wound thus to cut or excise out, to cause or
suffer abortion, to miscarry) refers to an abortion, miscarriage, or one born prematurely, the picture of each
being that of a life that was unable to sustain itself. The term implies an untimely, early birth. Thayer explains
Paul's use writing "that he is as inferior to the rest of the apostles as an immature birth comes short of a
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mature one, and is no more worthy of the name of an apostle than an abortion is of the name of a
child. Ektroma is only used three times in the Septuagint (LXX) (Nu 12:12; Job 3:16; and Eccl. 6:3) for a
miscarriage.

Related Resource:
« Did You Hear What Happened to Saul? - chapter 7 from Josh McDowell's classic "More than a Carpenter”

=« The Evidence of the Man From Tarsus - chapter 12 from Frank Morrison's classic apologetic on the resurrection - Who Moved
the Stone?

1 Corinthians 15:9 For | am the least of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because | persecuted the church of
God.(NASB 1995 - Lockman)

« the least2Co 11:5 12:11 Eph 3:7,8

= because Ac 8:3 Acts 9:1-19 22:4,5 26:9-11 Ga 1:13,23 Php 3:6 1Ti 1:13,14
= See also The Resurrection of Christ

= 1 Corinthians 15 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

Acts 9:1-19+ Now Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high
priest, 2 and asked for letters from him to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to
the Way, both men and women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. 3As he was traveling, it happened
that he was approaching Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him; 4 and he fell to the
ground and heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” 5 And he said, “Who are
You, Lord?” And He said, “l am Jesus whom you are persecuting, 6 but get up and enter the city, and it will be
told you what you must do.” 7The men who traveled with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing
no one. 8Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; and leading him
by the hand, they brought him into Damascus. 9 And he was three days without sight, and neither ate nor
drank. 10Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias; and the Lord said to him in a vision,
“Ananias.” And he said, “Here | am, Lord.” 11 And the Lord said to him, “Get up and go to the street called
Straight, and inquire at the house of Judas for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying, 12 and he
has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him, so that he might regain his
sight.” 13 But Ananias answered, “Lord, | have heard from many about this man, how much harm he did to
Your saints at Jerusalem; 14 and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your
name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the
Gentiles and kings and the sons of Israel; 16for | will show him how much he must suffer for My name’s sake.”
17So Ananias departed and entered the house, and after laying his hands on him said, “Brother Saul, the Lord
Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, has sent me so that you may regain your
sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18 And immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and
he regained his sight, and he got up and was baptized; 19 and he took food and was strengthened. Now for
several days he was with the disciples who were at Damascus,

PAUL THE LEAST
BUT THE GREATEST

For in depth commentary see 1 Corinthians 15:9 (For the most part the notes below are not duplicated on the in depth
commentary).

For | am the least (elachistos) of the apostles, and not fit (hikanos) to be called an apostle (apostole), because | persecuted
(dioko - zealously and hostilely pursued) the church of God - Least reflects his genuine humility that God would have saved such a
wretch as himself! We are all in that same category -- "least!" We all deserved hell, but God gave us Heaven! Amazing grace

indeed! Paul's radical transformation from persecutor of the Gospel to proclaimer of the Gospel is clear evidence that the Gospel is
authentic and the resurrection was real and relevant.

Jack Arnold - [f there was ever a dynamic conversion, Paul had it. This appearance of the Lord to him changed his whole life—from
Saul of Tarsus to Paul the preacher, from religious profession to personal regeneration. He came hating and went away loving. He
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began that day the greatest Jewish evangelist and ended it the greatest Christian evangelist. Contact with the resurrected Christ
changed his life, and this, in itself, is proof the resurrection happened. (1 Corinthians 15:1-11 The Resurrection And The Gospel)

James Smith - TRANSFORMING GRACE 1 CORINTHIANS 15:9, 10

1. His Past: “I persecuted the Church of God.”
2. His Present: “An Apostle.”
3. How this great change was wrought: “By the grace of God.”

Responsibility
I'am . . . not worthy to be called an apostle, because | persecuted the church of God. —1 Corinthians 15:9
Today's Scripture: Acts: 26:1-23

When God confronted Adam for eating from the forbidden tree, Adam blamed Eve (Gen. 3:12). Ever since then, people have tried to
avoid taking responsibility for their actions by shifting the blame to others or to circumstances beyond their control.

Today the art of blaming others has reached new levels. In a television interview a high-ranking government official said that pro-life
advocates are ultimately responsible for the 1.6 million abortions that occur annually in the United States. He argued that if those
who oppose abortion would simply volunteer to take the babies into their homes, mothers wouldn’t have to abort them.

If you follow this line of reasoning, the woman who chooses to have an abortion because a baby would inconvenience her life is not
responsible for the death of her child. The unwritten rule seems to be: “Never blame offenders for their wrongs. Those responsible
are the people who want to punish them for their crimes.” How contrary to the Scriptures, which teach that God holds each of us
accountable for what we do!

The apostle Paul showed us how we should respond. He admitted the awfulness of his sin, and he recognized how gracious God
had been to him (1 Cor. 15:9-10).

Thank You, Lord, for giving us a mind and the ability to choose between right and wrong, truth and falsehood. Help us to accept
responsibility and seek Your forgiveness when we make the wrong choices.By: Herbert Vander Lugt (Our Daily Bread. Copyright
RBC Ministries, Grand Rapids, MI. — Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

If you make an excuse for sin, your sin will not be excused.

1 Corinthian 15:10 But by the grace of God | am what | am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but | labored even
more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me. (NASB 1995 - Lockman)

=« by 1Co0 4:7 Ro 11:1,5,6 Eph 2:7,8 3:7,8 1Ti 1:15,16

= his grace 1Co 15:2 2Co 6:1

« but | Ro 15:17-20 2Co 10:12-16 11:23-30 12:11

= yet Mt 10:20 2Co 3:5 Ga 2:8 Eph 3:7 Php 2:12-13 Phil 4:13 Col 1:28-29
= See also The Resurrection of Christ

= 1 Corinthians 15 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

2 Corinthians 3:5-6+ Not that we are adequate in ourselves to consider anything as coming from ourselves,
but our adequacy is from God, Who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter
but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

Col 1:28-29+ We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we
may present every man complete in Christ. 29 For this purpose also | (present tense - continually) labor
(kopiao), (present tense - continually) striving (agonizomai) according to His power (dunamis), which mightily
works within me.

Philippians 2:12-13+ So then, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but
now much more in my absence, work out (present imperative see our need to depend on the Holy Spirit to
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obey) your salvation (AKA - progressive sanctification) with fear and trembling; 13+ for (GOD'S SOVEREIGN
PROVISION) it is God Who is at work in you, both to will and to work for His good pleasure.

Philippians 4:13+ | can do all things (MY RESPONSIBILITY) through Him Who strengthens me (GOD'S
SOVEREIGN PROVISION).

Colossians 1:28-29+ We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so
that we may present every man complete in Christ. For this purpose also | labor, striving (MY
RESPONSIBILITY) according to His power, which mightily works within me (GOD'S SOVEREIGN
PROVISION)..

GRACE PILED
UPON GRACE

For in depth commentary see 1 Corinthians 15:10 (For the most part the notes below are not duplicated on the in depth
commentary).

But (de) is a term of contrast which speaks of a "change of direction,” which could not be more apropos than the change of direction
is Saul the persecutor who was supernaturally transformed into Paul the proclaimer of the Gospel!

By the grace (charis) of God ("divine grace") | am what | am, and His grace (charis) toward me did not prove vain (kenos -
empty, without success, futile, not without results); but I labored (kopiao - to the point of exhaustion, weariness following straining of
all his human powers to utmost) even more (perissos) than all of them, yet not I, but the grace (charis) of God with (sun/syn =
intimate union with) me - God provided the grace, but Paul labored diligently.

In 1 Corinthians 15 Paul uses three different terms forvain or worthless - eike in 1 Cor 15:2, kenos in 1 Cor
15:10, 14, 48, mataios (worthless) in 1 Cor 15:17

THOUGHT - This passage is a clear example of the powerful principle | call "100/100". You say what is that?
The first 100 is 100% my RESPONSIBILITY ("l labored") and the second 100 is 100% God's SOVEREIGNTY,
God's provision of supernatural power ("the grace of God with me"). In truth the 100's should be inverted for
the fact is that we cannot carry out our responsibility unless God enables us to do so, giving us the desire to
work and the power to work as Paul described in Php 2:13NLT+, "giving you the desire and the power." So all
supernatural works wrought by mere men (and women) begin with God and are enabled by God so that in the
end He alone receives the glory! Or as Paul would say in Romans 11:36+ "For from Him and through Him
and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen." And all God's men and women said "Amen!
Thank You Lord!" See this important principle which is all through the Scripture - The "Paradoxical Principle of

100% Dependent and 100% Responsible". (See the passages above)

THOUGHT - As a physician | would occasionally write out prescriptions in "triplicate” - 1Corinthians 15:10 is
God's "prescription in triplicate" to assure "spiritual health" in your life and ministry (cp Jn 10:10b)! Take one
dose of the truth of this passage "qd" ("once per day"). Refills: Eternal. Cost: Free (but not cheap!).
Instructions: Swallow it completely. Give your body time to "assimilate” it, so that it has maximum effect. It will
be good (the best) medicine for your soul! It's God's amazing grace!

Jack Arnold - Paul clearly understood he did not seek and choose God, but God sought and chose him for salvation and service.
He deserved nothing, but God took him and made him the greatest Christian of all time. Why? Grace! Grace! Grace! Everything Paul
was or did he attributed to the pure grace of God. Paul’s life should greatly encourage every non-Christian and Christian. We may
have fouled up our lives and messed up everything to such an extent we may think God could never save us or use us. Paul
persecuted the church and gave his consent to murder, yet God used him and He can and will use anyone who truly turns to Christ
in humble repentance and faith. There is no sin God cannot forgive.

John Stevenson -

The Principle of Grace: But by the grace of God | am what | am(15:10). The word "grace" is translated from the Greek
word charis. This is an old word in Greek writings, used as early as the days of Homer. It was used by the ancient Greeks to
describe a favor that is done for a friend that expects no return. It is a favor that is freely given. It is closely connected to the idea of
a gift (charisma) as well as with joy (chara). In nearly all cases, the idea of charis was that it was a favor done for a friend.

Aristotle, defining charis, lays out the whole stress on this very point, that it is conferred freely, with no expectation of return, and
finding its only motive in the bounty and free-heartedness of the giver. But in Pagan Greece, this favor was always conferred upon a


https://www.preceptaustin.org/1_corinthians_1510_commentary
https://www.preceptaustin.org/titus_211-16#gc
https://www.preceptaustin.org/titus_211-16#gc
https://www.preceptaustin.org/1thessalonians_34-5#vain
https://www.preceptaustin.org/2_timothy_26#w
https://www.preceptaustin.org/matthew_536-37_commentary#beyond
https://www.preceptaustin.org/titus_211-16#gc
https://www.preceptaustin.org/romans_64-7#with
https://www.preceptaustin.org/colossians_218-191#wc
https://www.preceptaustin.org/1thessalonians_34-5#vain
https://www.preceptaustin.org/titus_39-11#worthless
https://www.preceptaustin.org/make_disciples_6
https://www.angelfire.com/nt/theology/1cr15-01.html

friend, not upon an enemy. (Kenneth Wuest).

Here lies the difference between the pagan use of cariV versus that which is used by Paul. The Greeks used it to describe the
actions of an individual toward his friend. Grace was always directed toward someone who was a friend, never toward an enemy.

This is the complete antithesis of what Paul describes in this passage. Paul describes God’s grace as coming to him when he was at
enmity with God and when he was persecuting the church of God.

There is an important principle here. God’s grace in your life did not become operational because you turned from your sins and
began to seek after Him. God saved you when you were in the midst of your sins. God chose you before you ever chose Him.

For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God; 9 not as a
result of works, that no one should boast. (Ephesians 2:8-9).

Just as Paul’s salvation was by the grace of God and apart from his own merit or effort, so also his Christian life continues to be
lived by grace.

The Power of Grace: His grace toward me did not prove vain; but | labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of
God with me (15:10).

| have often heard one of the complaints against teaching of the grace of God that say people will not serve the Lord if they find out
that everything in Christ has been freely given to them via the grace of God. The argument goes like this: "Why should | labor for
Christ if He has given me everything there is to give through faith alone?" Paul does not view this as a logical result of grace. On the
contrary, he pictures the grace of God as a motivation for service. As he comes to see the wondrous and undeserving goodness that
God has bestowed upon him, he is moved to labor even more greatly.

The story is told of a World War | general who called in his company commander into his tent and pinned a medal on his chest.
"Captain," he said, "You are a hero. Now go out and lead your men up that hill." That is what God has done to us. He has chosen us
and called us and saved us and sanctified us. Now He says, "Go out and live like people who are chosen and called and saved and
sanctified."

How about you? Has the resurrected Christ made a difference in your life? If He has not, then perhaps it is because you have never
met Him. You can come to know Him today and you can enter into the life that only He can provide.

| Am What | Am - A few years before John Newton died, a friend was having breakfast with him. Their custom was to read from the
Bible after the meal. Because Newton’s eyes were growing dim, his friend would read, then Newton would comment briefly on the
passage. That day the selection was from 1 Corinthians 15. When the words “by the grace of God | am what | am’ were read,
Newton was silent for several minutes. Then he said,

“I am not what | ought to be. How imperfect and deficient | am! | am not what | wish to be, although | abhor that
which is evil and would cleave to what is good. | am not what | hope to be, but soon | shall put off mortality,
and with it all sin. Though | am not what | ought to be, nor what | wish to be, nor yet what | hope to be, | can
truly say | am not what | once was: a slave to sin and Satan. | can heartily join with the apostle and
acknowledge that by the grace of God | am what | am!” (Source unknown)

Chambers - By the grace of God | am what | am His grace which was bestowed upon me was not in vain. 1 Cor. 15:10.

The way we continually talk about our own inability is an insult to the Creator. The deploring of our own incompetence is a slander
against God for having overlooked us. Get into the habit of examining in the sight of God the things that sound humble before men,
and you will be amazed at how staggeringly impertinent they are. ‘Oh, | shouldn'’t like to say | am sanctified; I'm not a saint. Say that
before God; and it means—'No, Lord, it is impossible for You to save and sanctify me; there are chances | have not had; so many
imperfections in my brain and body; no, Lord, it isn’t possible.” That may sound wonderfully humble before men, but before God it is
an attitude of defiance.

Again, the things that sound humble before God may sound the opposite before men. To say—Thank God, | know | am saved and
sanctified, is in the sight of God the acme of humility, it means you have so completely abandoned yourself to God that you know He
is true. Never bother your head as to whether what you say sounds humble before men or not, but always be humble before God,
and let Him be all in all.

There is only one relationship that matters, and that is your personal relationship to a personal Redeemer and Lord. Let everything
else go, but maintain that at all costs, and God will fulfil His purpose through your life. One individual life may be of priceless value to
God'’s purpose, and yours may be that life.



Our Image Problem
By the grace of God | am what | am, and His grace toward me was not in vain. —1 Corinthians 15:10
Today's Scripture: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

People who clearly understand their own strengths and weaknesses are better able to accept themselves as they are and
accomplish more in life. They can identify with the person who said, “I'm only someone, but | am someone. | can’t do everything, but
| can do something.”

The apostle Paul recognized his liabilities, but he took his God-given assets and used them for eternal profit. His self-acceptance
was based on God’s acceptance of him in Christ. God’s grace enabled him to affirm his apostleship while living with the painful
memory of persecuting the church (1 Cor. 15:9; 1 Tim. 1:13-15).

Paul didn’'t have a bad self-image when he called himself the “least of the apostles,” nor was it false humility that prompted him to
say he was “not worthy to be called an apostle” (1 Cor. 15:9). Neither was it undue pride when he affirmed that he “labored more
abundantly” than all of the other apostles (v.10). He was simply recognizing his human frailties while extolling the effectiveness of
God'’s grace. He knew he was able to serve God because he had been forgiven.

Trusting Jesus as Savior and Lord and being honest with ourselves will enable us to say, “By the grace of God | am what | am.”

That's a mature kind of self-acceptance.By: Dennis J. DeHaan (Qur Daily Bread, Copyright RBC Ministries. Grand Rapids, MI. —
Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved)

We all have faults uniquely ours,
Those flaws that cause self-blame,
But God accepts us as we are,
And we must do the same. —DJD

Our value is not in what we do for God but in what Christ has done for us.

1 Corinthians 15:11 Whether then it was | or they, so we preach and so you believed. NASB 1995 - Lockman)

=« 1C015:3,4 2:2
= See also The Resurrection of Christ
= 1 Corinthians 15 Resources - Multiple Sermons and Commentaries

Related Passages:

1 Corinthians 15:1-4 Now | make known to you, brethren, the gospel which | preached to you, which also you
received, in which also you stand, 2 by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which | preached to
you, unless you believed in vain. 3 For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also received, that
Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the
third day according to the Scriptures,

ALL PREACHED
THE SAME GOSPEL

Whether then - could be rendered "therefore whether" and most commentators link this back to 1 Cor 15:8 which was the terminus
of his description of the Gospel which emphasized Christ was seen alive by many witnesses. Most see 1 Cor 15:9-10 as a sort of
brief digression in which he explains his status as it relates to the other disciples, that he may have been last but was not least
because of the work of God's grace.

it was | or they - He has just stated he hadlabored even more than all of them. Now he says "it matters not whether | was
instrumental or they." (MIT) In other words it makes no difference who had preached. They all preached the same Gospel that
included the truth of the resurrection of Christ. And so in light of the following passages, Paul is saying they all preached "Christ is
risen, risen indeed!" Paul affirms that the Gospel he had received and delivered to the Corinthians was the same Gospel the original
apostles had preached. And finally one other point is that Paul did not care who received the credit for the conversion of the
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Corinthians.

Jack Arnold - It did not make any difference which apostle preached the gospel; it was always the same gospel: “Christ died for our
sins according to the Scriptures,.. He was buried, and... He was raised on the third day.” The gospel was preached and the
Corinthians believed it, and a basic part of that gospel is the resurrection of Christ. What Paul is saying is that no man, woman, boy
or girl can really be a true Christian unless he or she believes in the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. (The Resurrection

And The Gospel)

Vine - summing up the argument of the first part of the chapter, he identifies himself with the other apostles in the facts that all
continually preached the same gospel with its foundation truth of the resurrection of Christ, and that the Corinthian believers once for
all accepted it.

So we (present tense - continually) preach (kerusso - clearly proclaim) and so you believed (pisteuo "what you adhered to, trusted
in, and relied on") - NLT paraphrase is accurate = "we all preach the same message." Paul says the Gospel (Christdied for our
sins...was buried...was raised - 1 Cor 15:3-4) has inherent power and it made no difference who preached it because God's gives
the power to believe. So you believed is in the aorist tense which speaks of a past completed act, in turn pointing to the fact that
they had believed, Thus Paul is addressing believers in this section, which is significant because we see that some are skeptical
about the resurrection.

Hunter & McShane - The important thing was not who laboured most, but the sense of unity among the apostles. They all
preached the same gospel, the only authentic gospel, which they had all believed. (What the Bible teaches — 1 and 2 Corinthians)

Hodge - This verse resumes the subject from which vs. 9, 10 are a digression. ‘Christ appeared to the apostles and to me; whether
therefore | or they preached, we all proclaimed that fact, and ye all believed it The resurrection of Christ was included in the
preaching of all ministers, and in the faith of all Christians. (1_Corinthians 15 Commentary)

Jack Arnold - The question for you who are not Christians is not whether you believe Christ lived and died; many non-Christians
believe that. Nor is it whether you believe He died for sinners and was raised from the dead, for many phony, professing believers
give assent to that truth. The real question is whether you believe Christ died for your sins and that He was raised from the dead so
you can share His resurrected life. Only when you, by faith, make this personal, believing Christ died for you individually and
personally, will you be saved. You cannot be saved without believing Christ substituted for your sins, and you cannot be saved until
you have committed yourself to the resurrected Lord (The Resurrection And The Gospel)

Earlier Paul had told the Corinthians that "we preach Christ crucified, to Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles foolishness," (1 Cor
1:23)

Preach (proclaim) (2784)(kerusso from kerux/keryx = a herald - one who acts as the medium of the authority
of one who proclamation he makes; kerugma = the thing preached or the message) means to proclaim
(publicly) or to herald or act as a public crier - the town official who would make a proclamation in a public
